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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
A d u lt Basic Education (ABE) has become an im portan t fa c e t o f  the 
education s tru c tu re s  o f  our n a tio n  in  recen t ye a rs . Leaders in  in d u s try , 
government, and education have become aware o f  the  importance o f  a basic 
education e q u iva le n t to  8 th  grade a tta inm e n t fo r  those a d u lts  in  th a t  
group o f c it iz e n s  c la s s if ie d  as p a rt o f  the  disadvantaged p o p u la tio n .
Such persons can be considered s o c ia l ly  disadvantaged 
because s o c ie ty  has to le ra te d  a t t i tu d e s ,  so c ia l p ra c t ic e s , 
and lega l b a r r ie rs  which have re s t r ic te d  t h e ir  access to  
equal o p p o rtu n ity  com p e titio n  and to  p o ss ib le  f u l l  s e l f -  
r e a liz a t io n  commensurate w ith  th e ir  a b i l i t i e s . '
Congress has responded to  the needs o f  these disadvantaged, under- 
educated people by p ro v id in g  funds and in ia t iv e  fo r  s p e c if ic  educa­
t io n a l programs. These programs are designed to  improve the basic s k i l l s  
o f  the  e d u c a tio n a lly  disadvantaged in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  jo b  e n try  and 
re t ra in in g .  The goal is  to  make these a d u lts  more p ro f ita b le  to  employ,
p
and he lp them " . . .  become more p ro d u c tive  and respons ib le  c i t iz e n s . "  
More s p e c i f ic a l ly .  A d u lt Basic Education is  designed to  provide the 
undereducated a d u lt  w ith  the basic s k i l l s  needed fo r  e n try  in to  and 
s u rv iv a l in  the w orld  o f  w ork, in  the  decis ion-m aking experiences in  
the m arketp lace, the vo tin g  boo th , and the home. The design inc ludes
S teten W. Webster. The Disadvantaged Le a rn e r: Knowing, Under­
stand ing  , Educa ting . San F ranc isco : Chandler P ub lish ing  Co. 1965,
p. x i .
^U. S. Government P r in t in g  O ff ic e .  The Second Annual Report o f  the 
N a tiona l A dvisory Committee on American Basic Educa tion . HouseDocument 
No. 9 l -173^ 91st Congress, F i r s t  Session Washington, D. C. 1969, p. 1
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such basic  le a rn in g  to o ls  as rea d ing , w r i t in g ,  a r ith m e t ic ,  and an
3improved sense o f personal d ig n ity  and w orth .
H is to r ic a l Development
The in i t i a t i v e  fo r  a program o f  A d u lt Basic Education began when 
Congress passed the Economic O pp o rtun ity  A ct o f  1964. However, the  
S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  Montana was au tho rized  to  approve 
p ro je c ts  fo r  ABE by the  lo c a l school d is t r i c t s  under th e  A d u lt Education 
Act o f  1966.
Although A d u lt Basic Education was au tho rized  and begun in  Montana 
in  1967, the M issoula program, which was the focus o f  th is  s tud y , was 
not in i t ia te d  u n t i l  January 1968. The f i r s t  year the program had about 
30 students e n ro lle d  in  two, p a r t- t im e  c lasses—one a day c la s s , and 
one a n ig h t c la s s . The prim ary goal o f  the  c lasses was to  prepare the 
a d u lt students fo r  c it iz e n s h ip  and the General Education Development 
Test.
The f i r s t ,  f u l l - t im e  c la ss  in  A d u lt Basic Education in  M issoula 
was held du ring  the academic school y e a r, 1968-1969. The c la ss  was 
operated on a continuous e n ro llm e n t, "open-door" p o lic y ,  a d m ittin g  any 
person a t  any tim e w ith  a d e s ire  to  le a rn  and w ith  the mental and 
phys ica l a b i l i t ie s  to  fu n c tio n  in  the  classroom . This p o lic y  is  s t i l l  
in  e f fe c t  today. The teach ing  fu n c tio n  th a t  year stressed the basic 
coping s k i l l s ,  emphasizing so c ia l in te ra c t io n  and p ra c t ic a l educa tion .
C in c in n a ti P ub lic  Schools. A d u lt Learning La bo ra to ries  in  A d u lt 
Basic Educa tion : For Use W ithout School Youth and A du lts  in  C ontinu ing
Education C lasses. Ohio. 1970. p . 4 .
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The fo llo w in g  school y e a r, 1969-1970, the c la ss  moved to  I t s  present 
lo c a t io n  in  the M issoula Technical Center B u ild in g , a s ig n i f ic a n t  event 
s ince  the  in flu e n c e  o f  the Technica l C e n te r's  p a r t ic u la r  student body 
and re g u la tio n s  in i t ia te d  new s tra te g ie s  in  the  ABE program. I t  became 
more in d iv id u a liz e d  in  in s t r u c t io n ,  a llo w in g  the  students to  be more 
resp on s ib le  fo r  t h e ir  own le a rn in g .*  The en ro llm en t th a t  year was 184 
s tu d e n ts , 22 percent o f  the to ta l  en ro llm en t in  Montana o f  846 s t u d e n t s . ^
The ABE c lass  p o pu la tion  p r o f i le  has changed from year to  ye a r, 
even month to  month, due to  continuous en ro llm en t and te rm in a tio n s . 
P re d ic ta b ly , one constan t fa c to r  has been the  undereducated, disadvan­
taged , o r handicapped c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  each s tu d en t. The e th n ic  and 
c u ltu ra l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the c lass have been d ive rse . At tim es the 
c la ss  inc luded Spanish-Am ericans, Ind ian-Am ericans, A fro-Am ericans, and 
W hite-Am ericans; a t o th e r tim es the  prim ary com position has been W hite- 
American. Since th is  c u ltu ra l va riance  e x is te d  in  the  M issoula ABE 
c la s s , a study o f  the re la t io n s h ip  o f  c u ltu ra l and environm ental back­
ground fa c to rs  to  the le a rn in g  progress o f  the s tu d e n ts , was in  o rd e r. 
F u rthe r suggestion came from the  statem ents o f men l ik e  Powers,^ Z in tz ,^
^Personal in te rv ie w  w ith  Mrs. Sue M ie lke , the head teacher o f  the 
ABE c la ss  a t the M issoula Technical C enter. March 16, 1971.
^U. S. Department o f  H ea lth , Education, and W elfare. O ff ic e  o f 
Education. A d u lt Basic Education Program S ta t is t ic s : Students and
S ta f f  D ata. J u ly  1 , 1968 -  June 30, 1969. P ub lished, 1970. p. 5.
^Joseph F. Powers. Brotherhood Through Educa tion : A Guide fo r
Teachers o f  American Ind ians . F a ye tte , Iowa: Upper Iowa U n iv e rs ity .
pTTs-TT.-------------------------
^M iles  V. Z in tz .  Education Across C u ltu re s . 2nd e d it io n .  Dubuque, 
Iowa: Kendall-Hunt P ub lish ing  Company. 1969, p. 100.
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and Riessman® who agreed th a t c u ltu re  is  in f lu e n t ia l  in  the le a rn in g  
process.
Brown^ claimed the ex is tence  o f a tru ism  in  education th a t 
educators must begin where the  s tuden t is  academ ica lly , but beginning 
where the student is  a p p lie s  to  c u ltu ra l experiences and values as w e ll 
as academic s k i l l s .  Robert A. Roessel, J r .^ ^  w r i t in g  about Ind ian  
educa tion , m aintained th a t  to  understand in d iv id u a l behavior and to  
fo rm u la te  d e s ira b le  goals fo r  educa tion , the  educator must seek to  
understand the c u ltu re  in  which the  students fu n c tio n .
Th is  e x p lo ra to ry  study was undertaken as an attem pt to  app ly  
Roessel*s p r in c ip le  to  the  s p e c if ic  arena o f  one a d u lt  basic education 
p o p u la tion  and to  re la te  the  re s u lts  to  s tuden t le a rn in g  progress. To 
d a te , an e x p lo ra to ry  study o f  the  c u ltu ra l and environmental backgrounds 
o f ABE students has no t been attem pted in  M issoula o r  elsewhere in  
Montana.
Q
Frank Riessman. The C u ltu ra l ly  Deprived C h ild . New York:
Harper and Row, P u b lish e rs . 1962, p. 4 -8 .
^Don A. Brown and Anabel P. Newmann. A L ite ra c y  Program fo r  A d u lt 
C ity -C ore  I l l i t e r a t e s  : An In v e s tig a tio n  o f  Experimental Factors
P e rtin e n t tb~11eaciiTTg"'!nstruction. U. S. Department o f  H e a lth , Education, 
and W elfare . O ff ic e  o f  Education. O ctober, 1968. p .2
TOpobert A. Roessel, J r .  Handbook fo r  Ind ian  Education. American 
Ind ian  P ub lish ing  Company, 1826 North S ie rra  B o n ita , Los Angeles, 
C a lifo rn ia  90046. p. 43.
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Purpose o f  the  Study
The purpose o f  th is  study was to  exp lo re  the c u ltu ra l and en v iro n ­
mental backgrounds o f  the ABE ta rg e t po pu la tion  and id e n t i fy  c o r re la ­
t io n s  between the c u ltu ra l and environm ental background fa c to rs  and the 
ga in  o r loss  in  the le a rn in g  progress o f  the a d u lt  s tuden ts . The study 
a lso  attem pts to  determ ine re la t io n s h ip s  between the  above c o rre la t io n s  
and the A d u lt Basic Education C urricu lum .
Statement o f  the Problem
A d u lt Basic Education seeks to  enable students who are handicapped 
p h y s ic a lly ,  e m o tio n a lly , e d u c a tio n a lly , m e n ta lly , o r s o c ia l ly  to  le a rn  
coping s k i l l s  th a t  w i l l  increase th e ir  a b i l i t y  to  fu n c tio n  as in d iv id u a ls  
in  our complex s o c ie ty . ABE students have va ried  and mixed c u ltu ra l 
and e th n ic  backgrounds which are  no t c o n s is te n t w ith  the c u ltu ra l 
assumptions and values o f the  ABE cu rricu lu m  and in s tru c to rs .  Since 
l i t t l e  research has been attem pted in  the  area o f  A d u lt Basic Education 
in  Montana, y e t new program proposals are being developed fo r  government 
fu n d in g , th is  study attem pts to  survey the c u ltu ra l and environmental 
background o f  the ABE students in  M issoula who are  a c t iv e ly  a tte n d in g  
ABE classes and exp lo re  p o ss ib le  c o r re la t io n s  between those c u ltu ra l 
and environmental fa c to rs  and the s tu d e n ts ' le a rn in g  progress. This 
study a lso  attem pts to  document s tuden t d e s ire s , needs, in te re s ts ,  
h e re to fo re  unknown, as h e lp fu l guides to  fu tu re  cu rricu lu m  development. 
The s p e c if ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  ABE popu la tion  surveyed are  re le v a n t 
to  the  c u ltu ra l d iffe re n c e s  and s im i la r i t ie s  between Ind ian  students and 
non-Ind ian  students in  the  ABE c la ss  a t  M issou la , Montana.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The n u ll hypothesis is  th a t  d i f fe r e n t  c u ltu ra l and environmental 
background fa c to rs  were no t s u f f ic ie n t ly  in f lu e n t ia l  upon le a rn in g  to  
produce s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  in  achievement between Ind ian and non- 
Ind ian  students in  the ABE c lass  a t  M issou la , Montana.
Assumptions
1. The instrum ents w i l l  measure th a t  which they are purported 
to  measure.
2. The students w i l l  respond hones tly  and s in c e re ly  to  the 
q u e s tio n n a ire  and in q u iry  p e r t in e n t to  the  study.
D e lim ita tio n s
1. Th is study is  l im ite d  to  those students e n ro lle d  in  the 
ABE c lass  in  M issoula du rin g  the month o f March, 1971.
2. The survey o f  c u ltu ra l and environm ental backgrounds o f 
the  e n ro lle d  students is  l im ite d  to  the ques tionn a ire  
prepared fo r  th is  s tudy.
3. The achievement ra te  was recorded from the  comparative 
re s u lts  o f  the  ABE Student Survey Forms A and B, 
published by the F o l le t t  P u b lish in g  Company.9
L im ita t io n s
1. Responses to  q u e s tio n n a ire  items may be in te rp re te d  
d i f f e r e n t ly  by d i f f e r e n t  persons, p a r t ic u la r ly  in
^A d u It Basic Education Student Survey. Chicago, I l l i n o i s :  
F o l le t t  P ub lish ing  Company. 1966. Numbers 2011, 2012, 2018, 
2019, 2022.
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view o f  the fa c t  th a t  some persons in  the ta rg e t 
popu la tion  were fu n c t io n a lly  i l l i t e r a t e .  Despite 
e f fo r ts  to  cover the  f ie ld  o f  c u ltu ra l and env iro n ­
mental background fa c to rs ,  some areas may be 
neglected o r inadequa te ly  measured.
2. The researcher may a f fe c t  in fe rences drawn in  th is  
study.
3. Not a l l  v a r ia b le s  re la te d  to  c u ltu ra l and e n v iro n ­
mental background and the le a rn in g  (ga in  o r loss  o f)  
progress have been id e n t i f ie d  and measured.
D e f in it io n  o f  Terms
For the purpose o f  th is  s tu d y , the  terms l is te d  below were de fined  
as fo llo w s :
A d u lt Basic Education (ABE): Education fo r  a d u lts  w ith  less
than a fu n c tio n a l e ig h th  grade education in  the basic l i te r a c y  
s k i l l s  o f re a d in g , w r i t in g ,  and a r ith m e tic  designed to  help 
e lim in a te  the  in a b i l i t y  o f  the  a d u lts  to  ge t o r re ta in  employ­
ment commensurate w ith  th e ir  re a l a b i l i t y ,  to  improve th e ir  
a b i l i t y ,  to  b e n e f it  from  occupationa l t r a in in g ,  and g e n e ra lly  
increase th e ir  o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  meet a d u lt  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  
and cha llenges.
A d u lt Basic Education S tuden t: There is  no d e f in i t io n  o f
the  ABE studen t in  mass; however, i t  is  g e n e ra lly  sa id  th a t  
most ABE students have some o f  these c h a ra c te r is t ic s :  la c k  o f
s e lf-c o n fid e n c e ; fe a r  o f  schoo l; l i v in g  in  co n d itio n s  o f 
economic p o ve rty ; c u l tu r a l ly  d e p rive d ; p o ss ib ly  below average
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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in  s c h o la s tic  a p t itu d e ; va lu e s , a t t i tu d e s ,  and goals 
d i f f e r in g  from upper and m iddle c la ss  norms; weak m o ti­
v a t io n ; fe e lin g  o f  he lp lessness; va ry ing  le v e ls  o f  
in te ll ig e n c e ;  h o s t i l i t y  toward a u th o r ity ;  " l iv e  fo r  
today" ph ilosophy; re t ic e n c e ; need fo r  s ta tu s ; use o f 
defense mechanisms; tendency to  lose  in te r e s t ;  and 
less than e igh th  grade equivalency.TO
C u ltu re : A cqu ired, no t in h e r ite d ,  in te r re la te d  ways
o f th in k in g ,  fe e l in g ,  and a c tin g  tra n sm itte d  from generation 
to  gene ra tion . Socia l in h e r ita n c e  de fines  and l im i t s  general 
pa tte rns  to  which in d iv id u a l behaviors conform.
In d ia n : Any a d u lt s tuden t who in d ic a te d  h is  American-
Ind ian h e rita g e  e ith e r  through one o r both paren ts.
N on-Ind ian: Refers to  any person not c la s s if ie d  as 
Ind ian  fo r  the s tudy.
C u ltu ra l F a c to rs : Those in te r lo c k in g  elements in  a
person 's l i f e ,  such as, d e s ire s , a t t i tu d e s ,  va lue s , s ta tu s , 
language, and t r a d i t io n ,  which compose h is  way o f  l i f e  
and w orld  view .
Environmental F a c to rs : Those surrounding co n d itio n s  o f
l i f e ,  in c lu d in g  techno logy, s o c ia l,  and economic s tru c tu re s  
and residence pa tte rns  to  which an in d iv id u a l responds.
T^National A sso c ia tio n  fo r  P u b lic  School A d u lt Education. A d u lt 
Basic E ducation: A Guide fo r  Teacher T ra in e rs . N ational Education
A s s o c ia tio n . Washington, D. CTl 19661 p. I I -4 -  11-14.
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CHAPTER I I  
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
C u ltu re  and Learning
Often th e re  are d iscrepanc ies  between what educators in tend  should 
be ta u g h t, what is  a c tu a lly  ta u g h t, and what an in d iv id u a l le a rn s . Such 
d iscrepanc ies occur in  most form al le a rn in g  environm ents. In  c ross - 
c u ltu ra l and in te g ra te d  s u b -c u ltu ra l le a rn in g  circum stances, these 
d iscrepanc ies are exaggerated due to  c u ltu ra l ignorance and m isunder­
stand ings. Today, the  ra p id  ra te  o f  change in  th e  w orld in  economic, 
p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l,  c u l tu r a l ,  and te ch n o lo g ica l areas a lso  serve to  
increase such d iffe re n c e s . S ocia l tens ions are created o r increased in  
terms o f  the  gap S p in d le r m entions, between what a person be lieves to  be 
h is  c u ltu ra l va lues, knowledge, t r a d it io n s  and a t t i tu d e s ,  and those he 
p ra c tic e s .^  The re s u lt  could be so c ia l dysphoria .
Riessman m aintained th e re  is  a d iffe re n c e  between the  environment 
o f  a group and i t s  c u ltu re .  The environment g e n e ra lly  co n s is ts  o f  the 
co n d itio n s  o f  l i f e ,  w h ile  the  c u ltu re  inc ludes the  methods th a t have 
evolved f o r  coping w ith  those c o n d it io n s . C u ltu re , th e re fo re , inc ludes 
no t o n ly  the t r a d it io n s ,  values and mores, bu t a lso  the in s t i tu t io n s  
and methods o f  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  any s p e c if ic  group.^
^George D. S p in d le r. Education and A n th ropo logy. S ta n fo rd , 
C a li fo rn ia :  S tan ford  U n iv e rs ity  Press. 1955. p. 95-96.
Zprank Riessman. The C u ltu ra l ly  Deprived C h ild . New York:
Harper and Row. p. 6 ; see a lso  S teten W. Webster. The Disadvantaged 
Learner: Knowing, U nderstand ing, Educa ting . San F rancisco : Chandler
P u b lish in g  Co. 1966, p. 3.
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According to  K im b a ll, the  c u ltu re  imposes many requirem ents on the 
in d iv id u a l through the schoo l, the church , and the fa m ily . P re se n tly , 
these requirem ents in c lu de  such values as commitment to  change ("keeping
3
up w ith  the t im e s " ) ,  s e l f - f u l f i l lm e n t ,  and perpetua l optim ism . Kimball 
be lieved  th a t these values lead to  f r u s t r a t io n  in  the in d iv id u a l;  f o r ,  
when seen in  r e a l i t y ,  the expecta tions are too h ig h .^  The response each 
person makes to  the various pressures w ith in  the s o c ie ty , w h ile  t r y in g  
to  achieve these values o f the c u ltu re ,  determ ine s o c ia l ly  and psycho­
lo g ic a l ly  what Frank de fines  as p e rs o n a lity .  For Frank, the image o f 
one 's s e l f  in  re la t io n  to  the w orld  o f  events and people n e ce ss ita tin g  
h is  response was c a lle d  e n c u ltu ra t io n .^
Bateson c a lle d  the process invo lved  in  such behaviora l in te ra c t io n  
schismogenesis o r the p rogress ive  o r d ire c t io n a l change between the 
in d iv id u a l and o th e rs , as the behavior o f  the  f i r s t  person a f fe c ts  the 
in te rp re ta t io n  and response o f the  second person. The second person 's 
behavior w i l l ,  in  tu rn ,  produce fu r th e r  change in  the response o f  the 
f i r s t  person. Bateson t r ie d  to  develop a b e tte r  understanding o f  the 
place o f  thought and emotion in  these behaviora l responses.^
3$olon T. K im b a ll. "C u ltu ra l In flu ences  Shaping the  Role o f  the 
C h ild ,"  Education and C u ltu re . George D. S p in d le r. (e d .) .  1963. p. 275
4 lb id .  p. 276.
^Lawrence K. Frank. "Some Notions on Learning In te rc u ltu ra l 
U nderstand ing ." Education and A nth ropo logy. George D. S p in d le r. (e d .) .  
1955. p. 113.
^Gregory Bateson. Navan. S ta n fo rd , C a lifo rn ia :  S tan ford
U n iv e rs ity  Press. 1958. p. 286.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
11
In  a more s im p lif ie d  approach. Postman and W eingartner a lso  sought 
understanding o f these responses. They addressed themselves to  an 
a n a lys is  o f  s tud ies  on p e rce p tio n . These e f fo r ts  p o in t to  the concept 
th a t  the pe rce ive r decides what he hears, sees, and senses according to  
h is  own needs, va lues , and previous experiences. Two persons communicate 
b e s t, th a t  i s ,  have a meeting o f  meanings, when they have s im ila r  
purposes, assumptions, o r  experiences. The f in a l  meaning o f a percep­
t io n  is  how i t  causes the  person (p e rc e iv e r) to  a c t .  Thus, the  value 
these observa tions have regard ing  the  le a rn in g  process is  th a t  a person 
lea rns  when he has " .  . . the a b i l i t y  to  re lin q u is h  in a p p ro p ria te  percep­
t io n s  and to  develop new and more workable ones. Consequently, in  a 
le a rn in g  process such as in  an ABE c la s s , the  chances o f  s im ila r  
perceptions and meanings between the  teacher and the  student are con­
s id e ra b ly  reduced when the  teacher is  ig no ran t o r biased as to  the 
s tu d e n t's  c u ltu ra l and environmental background.
The students o f  A d u lt Basic Education c lasses are p r im a r ily  those 
a d u lts  in  the low er socio-econom ic c la ss  o f  the American s o c ie ty . They 
are o fte n  the  persons o f  m in o r ity  su b cu ltu re s , in c lu d in g  va rious e th n ic  
and ra c ia l groups, the  poor, the  d isadvantaged, and the  c u l tu r a l ly  
dep rived , s ince such persons comprise a la rg e  segment o f  the  under-
o
educated a d u lts  in  th is  co u n try .
^N e il Postman and Charles W eingartner. Teaching as a Subversive 
A c t iv i t y . New York: D e lacorte  Press. 1969. p. 90.
O
Robert J . H av ighu rs t. "Who are  the S o c ia lly  Disadvantaged?" 
S teten W. Webster. The Disadvantaged Learner: Knowing, Understanding
Educa ting . 1966. pp. 26-27
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Powers,9 Bryde,^^ R o e s s e l ,a n d  o the rs  m aintained th a t the  c u ltu ra l 
d iffe re n c e s  between the Ind ian  and the non-Ind ian  student are de term in ing  
fa c to rs  in  classroom performance. Powers s ta ted  th a t :
To say th a t one's c u ltu re  is  the  dom inating fo rce  o f h is  
l i f e  would be an understatem ent. The importance o f  c u ltu re  
to  the group l i f e  o f  a people cannot be overestim a ted , fo r  i t  
is  the c u ltu re  which im parts meaning and purpose to  ex is te nce . 
C u ltu re  is  the phenomenon which d is tin g u is h e s  one group from 
another and serves to  id e n t i fy  in d iv id u a ls  as members o f  a 
p a r t ic u la r  group . . . i t  is  c u ltu re  th a t  determ ines what we 
'see ' when we look  a t the  same th in g . C u ltu re  sup p lie s  the 
' le n s ' w ith  which we view the  w o rld .
Bryde^^ and R o e s s e la n d  o th e rs  were more s p e c if ic  in  s ta t in g  th a t  
one o f  the  most in f lu e n t ia l  d iffe re n c e s  a f fe c t in g  le a rn in g  is  the  area 
o f  c u ltu ra l va lues. T ra d it io n a l Ind ian  values in c lu d e  the  fo llo w in g : 
o r ie n ta t io n  to  the  p re sen t, emphasizing a 1iv e -1 ife -n o w  approach (as 
opposed to  the non-Ind ian  fu tu re -o r ie n te d  v a lu e ); a la c k  o f tim e con­
sciousness (as opposed to  a c lo s e ly  scheduled o rg a n iz a tio n ) ; an emphasis
9joseph F. Powers. Brotherhood Through E duca tion : A Guide fo r
Teachers o f  American In d ia n s . F a ye tte , Iowa: Upper Iowa U n iv e rs ity .
pTTS-----------------------------------------
TOjohn F. Bryde. "A R a tiona le  fo r  Ind ian  E duca tion ." Journal o f  
American Ind ian  E ducation, 8 :11 -14 . 1969. p .8
T^Robert A. Roessel, J r .  Handbook fo r  Ind ian  E ducation. American 
Ind ian  P ub lish ing  Company, 1826 North S ie rra  B o n ita , Los Angeles, 
C a lifo rn ia  90046. pp. 30-31.
TZpowers, op, c i t .  p. 15.
13Bryde, op. c i t .  p. 8 . 
l^R o e sse l, op. c i t .  pp. 30-31.
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on s h a r in g , g iv in g ,  co o p e ra tio n , importance o f  the group (as opposed to  
the  sav ing , a c q u ir in g , com peting, importance o f  the in d iv id u a l values o f  
the  non-Ind ian  s o c ie ty ) ;  f i n a l l y ,  the  Ind ian  respect fo r  age and harmony 
w ith  na tu re  (as opposed to  the non-Ind ian  emphasis on youth and the con­
q u e rin g , dom ination o f  n a t u r e ) . T h e s e  d iffe re n c e s  in  values lead the  
s tuden t to  pe rce ive  classroom and o th e r le a rn in g  experiences from 
d i f f e r in g  p e rsp e c tive s , o fte n  in  c o n f l ic t  w ith  the pe rspectives  o f  the 
te a ch e r. Inasmuch as the  teachers are  m ostly  m iddle c la ss  and are sup­
po rted  by an educa tiona l system prom oting m id d le -c la ss  va lue s , the  Ind ian  
s tu d e n t is  under pressure to  conform , thus compromising h is  va lues, 
suppressing them o r being in  open c o n f l ic t  in  the le a rn in g  s itu a t io n .
The amount o f  exposure the  re s e rv a tio n  In d ia n  has to  the  dominant s o c ie ty  
is  thus im portan t in  understanding h is  approach to  l e a r n i n g .
The degree o f c o n f l ic t  due to  d i f f e r in g  c u ltu ra l fa c to rs  has been 
e s ta b lish e d  as d i r e c t ly  re la te d  to  the  e x te n t o f  a c c u ltu ra t io n  o f  the 
In d ia n  a d u lt  s tu d e n t. Saslow d e a lt  w ith  the issue through the  concept 
o f  the  s tre n g th  o f  the  in d iv id u a l 's  m o tiva tio n s  toward o r away from 
re s e rv a tio n  l i f e .  In  personal communication w ith  Roessel, Saslow noted
^^Ronald A lle n . "A Study o f  the  C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  Successful and 
Unsuccessful Students E n ro lled  in  the  A d u lt Ind ian  T ra in in g  Program 
Conducted by the A d u lt Education Center o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana." 
(Unpublished D o c to r 's  d is s e r ta t io n .  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, 1968). p. 51; 
see a lso  M ile s  V. Z in tz .  Education Across C u ltu re s . 2nd e d it io n .  
Dubuque, Iowa: K enda ll-H unt P u b lish in g  Company. Î969. p. 200-202.
T ^ z in tz ,  op. c i t .  p. 63.
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th a t  s tuden ts  w ith  a h igh le v e l o f  t r a d it io n a l is m  o r a c c u ltu ra t io n  
achieved a t  the  h ighes t le v e l a t  schoo l. The low ach ievers were c u l­
t u r a l l y  confused. They lacked the  im portan t elements in  academic 
achievem ent, such as p o s it iv e  s e lf- im a g e , in d u s try ,  and s e lf - c o n t ro l .^ ^  
H av ighurs t concluded th a t :
...A m e rican  Ind ians o f  today have about the  same in n a te  
equipment fo r  le a rn in g  as have the  w h ite  c h ild re n  o f  America.
But in  those Ind ian  t r ib e s  which have preserved th e ir  
t r a d i t io n a l  c u ltu re s  to  some e x te n t,  th e re  is  a l im ite d  
m o tiv a tio n  o f  c h ild re n  f o r  a h igh le v e l o f  performance in  
schools and co lle g e s .1 8
—  the Ind ian  who is  sub jected  to  w h ite  education 
becomes a man o f  two c u ltu re s .  G en e ra lly  the in d iv id u a l 
makes h is  own com bination o f  the two by adapting  such w h ite  
'ways' as are use fu l and p leasan t to  h im . . .T9
S p in d le r, in  d iscu ss io n  o f  Ind ian  p e rs o n a lity  types and t h e i r  so c io ­
c u ltu ra l ro o ts ,  w ro te :
A c c u ltu ra t io n  processes among American Ind ians do not 
n e c e s s a r ily  eventuate  in  the  emergence o f  m id d le -c la ss  
American p e rs o n a lit ie s  o r c u ltu re  p a tte rn s , even when they 
run f u l l  course. A c c u ltu ra t iv e  ad ap ta tion  may occur to  a 
m id d le -c la ss  s tanda rd , a la b o r in g  c la ss  p a tte rn , o r move 
in  the  d ire c t io n  o f the  c u ltu ra l norms and values o f  
v a r ia n t  lo c a l sub-groups w ith  whom Ind ians come in  c o n ta c t. 
T h e re fo re , a c c u ltu ra te d  psycho log ica l types are no t a l l  
the  same.20
^^H arry L. Saslow and May J . Harnover. "Research on Psychosocial 
Adjustm ent o f  Ind ian  Y o u th ." American Journa l o f  P sych ia try . 125(2): 
224-231. 1968. p. 229.
TBpobert J . H av ig hu rs t. "Education Among the  American Ind ian s : 
In d iv id u a l and C u ltu ra l A sp ec ts ." The Annals o f  the  American Academy o f  
P o l i t ic a l  and Socia l S cience. May, 19571 Nô’."~ T ll. p. 107.
T 9 lb id . p. 113.
ZObouise S. S p in d le r and George D. "American In d ian  P e rs o n a lity  
Types and T h e ir  S o c io c u ltu ra l R o o ts ." The Annals o f  the  American Academy 
o f  P o l i t ic a l  and S ocia l S cience. May, T957. No. 3 T l. p ~ Ï5 6 \
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Vogt agreed w ith  th is  a c c u ltu ra t io n a l d iv e r s i t y  w ith  h is  term  "Pan- 
In d ia n is m ."
The s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  t h is  Pan-Ind ian ism  in  general terms 
is  th a t  i t  prov ides a s o c ia l and c u ltu ra l framework w ith in  
which a c c u ltu ra t in g  In d ia n  groups can m a in ta in  t h e i r  sense 
o f  id e n t i t y  and in te g r i t y  as Ind ians as long as the dominant 
la rg e r  s o c ie ty  assigns them to  subord ina te  s ta tu s .2 '
A lle n  found th a t  th e  d iffe re n c e s  in  p a r t ic u la r  t r ib a l  c u ltu re s  as
w e ll as a c c u ltu ra t io n ,  in flu e n ce d  members o f  some Montana t r ib e s  who were
more successfu l in  an a d u lt  In d ia n  t r a in in g  program than were members o f
o th e r re s e rv a tio n s . The d if fe re n c e  in  success, however, was no t a t  a
s ig n i f ic a n t  le v e l o f  con fide nce . The B la ck fe e t and Crow t r ib e s  were most
s u c c e s s fu l, w h ile  the  F lathead re s e rv a tio n  t r ib e s  were fo u r th  ou t o f  the
seven re s e rv a tio n s  represented in  the  s t u d y . 22
Berven found th a t  th e  F lathead t r ib e  had a r r iv e d  a t a g re a te r degree
o f  a c c u ltu ra t io n  than many t r ib e s ,  due to  a h is to ry  o f  in te g ra t io n  w ith
th e  non -In d ia n  s o c ie ty .  Thus, the  Ind ian  s tuden ts  in  p u b lic  schools on
th a t re s e rv a tio n  were found to  compete s a t is f a c to r i ly  in  the  academic area
w ith  the  non-Ind ian  s tu d e n ts .^3 However, Brockman m ainta ined th e re  was
pressure on th e  F lathead Ind ian  s tuden ts  to  drop ou t o f  schoo l; a pressure
found p r im a r i ly  in  the  form  o f  s u b tle  s o c ia l d is c r im in a t io n  by m id d le -c la ss
Z^Evon Z. Vogt. "The A c c u ltu ra t io n  o f  American In d ia n s ."  The 
Annals o f  the American Academy o f  P o l i t ic a l  and S oc ia l Science. May, 
T9577" m,~m. p . 146:--------- -----------------------------------------------------------
^ ^ A lle n , op. c i t .  p. 88.
2 3 ire n e  Berven. "H is to ry  o f  Ind ian  Education on the  Flathead 
R e s e rv a tio n ."  (Unpublished M a s te r's  T h e s is , Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,  
1959) pp. 65, 79, 80.
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teachers  and s tu d e n ts , rega rd less  o f  Ind ian  o r  non-Ind ian  h e r ita g e . The 
d is c r im in a t io n  was toward persons o f  low er socio-econom ic backgrounds 
who d id  no t r e f le c t  the  Euro-American educa tiona l values o f the  school
s y s t e m . 2 4
The co m p le x ity  o f  c u l tu ra l in flu e n c e  in  the le a rn in g  process was 
e v id e n t when co n s id e rin g  the  s im i la r i t ie s  o f  the  Ind ian  and the  non-Ind ian  
disadvantaged s tu d e n ts . As H a rrin g to n  made c le a r ,  the  d i f fe r e n t  a t t i tu d e s ,  
va lu e s , and fe e lin g s  o f  the  low er s o c ia l c la ss  has produced a unique c u l­
tu re .  T h is  c u ltu re  o f  po ve rty  g ives  the  disadvantaged peop le , in c lu d in g  
the  m in o r ity  groups, a w orld  view  q u ite  u n lik e  the  m iddle c la ss  m a jo r ity .  
And, a lthough in flu e n ce d  by ra c ia l o r  e th n ic  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  t h is  c u ltu re  
o f  pove rty  m an ifes ts  an in te rre la te d n e s s  among the  va riou s  subcu ltu res
i n  o u r  s o c i e t y . 2 5
Lyndes, in  a survey o f  M issoula elem entary school dropouts in  1959, 
found th a t  the  low er s o c ia l c la s s  s tuden ts  made up the la rg e s t number 
o f  s tu d e n t f a i lu r e s  a t  th a t  le v e l o f  schoo ling .^®  T h is  data is  re le v a n t, 
inasmuch, as the  s tud en t dropouts a t  th e  tim e o f  Lyndes' s tudy would be 
the  same age as the  a d u lt  s tuden ts in  th e  ABE c lasses today.
24c. Thomas Brockmann. "S o c ia l Class and Educational Level on the  
F la thead R e se rva tio n ." Journa l o f  American Ind ian  Educa tion , 10 :12-31, 
O ctober, 1970. pp. 29-30.
25Michael H a rr in g to n . The O ther Am erica. B a ltim o re , M aryland: 
Penguin Books, In c . 1962. pp. 156-157.
2 6 ju l ia  0. Lyndes. A Study o f  th e  S o c ia l-C la ss  Backgrounds o f  
F a il in g  S tudents in  Elementary SchooTs. P ro fe ss ion a l Paper f o r  M aster 
Education M isso u la , Montana. 1959.
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Dutton found th a t  the g re a te r the  c u ltu ra l d isadvantage, the g re a te r 
th e  fe e lin g s  o f a l ie n a t io n  and thus the more l i k e ly  the  s tuden t would 
drop ou t o f  any ABE program w ith  susp ic ions o f  the  educa tiona l programs 
sponsored by m id d le -c la ss  educa to rs . Dutton concluded th a t :
A lthough most s tu d ie s  in d ic a te  th a t  undereducated a d u lts  
are  a l l  a l ik e  (th e  a n t i 's ,  h a v e -n o t's , w i l l - n o t 's ,  e t c . ) ,  
t h is  study suggests th a t  th e re  are  cons ide rab le  d iffe re n c e s  
w ith in  a group as a w h o le .2 '
Recognizing in d iv id u a l d iffe re n c e s  w ith in  the c u l tu r a l ly  deprived 
p o p u la tio n , the  d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  educa tiona l s k i l l s  and experiences fo r  
adequate le a rn in g  is  a common problem. E h rb r ig h t, working w ith  the 
Upward Bound p o pu la tio n  in  M issou la , found a s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e  a t  
the  .01 le v e l o f  con fide nce , in  fa v o r o f  the non-Ind ian  in  the  areas o f 
language and q u a l i ta t iv e  s k i l l s ,  read ing vocabu lary and paragraph 
comprehension, t o ta l  personal problem s, and the in d ic a te d  I.Q . The 
Ind ian  s tu d e n ts , however, scored h igh e r in  p e rs o n a lity  ad justm ent.
There was no s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e  between the Ind ian  students and the 
non -In d ia n  s tudents f o r  so c ia l ad justm ent. E h rb r ig h t 's  summary o f  the  
fa c to rs  causing underachievement in  h is  study were:
1. Inadequate pre-school experiences
2. Less than id e a l m id d le -c la s s  fa m ily  s tru c tu re
3. Deep personal trauma
4. P o s it io n a l s o c ia l c o n tro l in  the home
Z^Marion Donnie D u tton . "A D e s c rip tio n  and A n a lys is  o f  Selected 
C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  P a rt ic ip a n ts  in  A d u lt Basic Education in  H illsb o ro u g h  
County, F lo r id a ."  (Unpublished D o c to r 's  d is s e r ta t io n ,  F lo r id a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity ,  1967) p. 130.
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5. Low s e lf-c o n c e p t re in fo rcem en t
6. A n t i - in te l le c tu a l  values toward e d uca tion , bu t 
above a l l ,  f in a n c ia l im poverishm ent, the po ve rty  
c y c le . ®
A lle n 's  study o f  the  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  successfu l and unsuccessful 
a d u lt  In d ia n  studen ts  e n ro lle d  in  the  a d u lt  Ind ian  t r a in in g  program 
conducted by the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana revea led th a t ,  a lthough in  g e ne ra l, 
c u ltu re  is  im portan t in  th e  le a rn in g  process, when reduced to  s p e c if ic  
c h a ra c te r is t ic s ,  th e re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e  between the  success­
fu l  and unsuccessful a d u lt  s tuden ts  w ith  respec t to  age, m a r ita l s ta tu s , 
sex, blood quantum, home re s e rv a t io n , grade com pleted, and the  re s u lts  
o f  achievem ent, re a d in g , and a p t itu d e  t e s t s . ^9
D utton s ta te d  th a t  ABE s tuden ts  " .  . . w ith  h igh degree o f  a l ie n ­
a t io n ,  as measured by Dean's sca le  . . . a re  more l i k e ly  to  be susp ic ious 
o f  m id d le -c la ss  people and t h e ir  m otives fo r  t r y in g  to  in i t i a t e  change."30 
He a lso  found th a t  those persons in  h is  p o p u la tio n  more h ig h ly  a lie n a te d  
were A fro -A m ericans, persons w ith  low incomes, persons more is o la te d  in  
s o c ia l re la t io n s h ip s  and e x h ib it in g  h igh absenteeism students placed in  
the  low er grade le v e ls  o f  fo u r  through s ix .  Each o f  these areas was 
re la te d  to  th e  c u ltu ra l and environm ental background o f  the  a d u lt  s tu d e n t, 
a lthough Dutton d id  no t make th a t  connection  d i r e c t ly .  The fa c t  th a t
Z^Richard M. E h rb r ig h t. "A D e s c r ip tiv e  Study o f  Underachievers as 
Represented by S tudents P a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  Upward Bound Program a t the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ontana." (Unpublished D o c to r 's  d is s e r ta t io n .  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  Montana, 1969) pp. 472-473.
Z ^A lle n , op. c i t .  pp. 86-92.
S^D utton, op. c i t .  p. 130.
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these c h a ra c te r is t ic s  were s ig n i f ic a n t ly  associa ted  w ith  program p a r t ic i ­
p a t io n , made apparent the degree o f  a l ie n a t io n  and in d ic a te d  the  p o ss ib le  
e f fe c t  such c h a ra c te r is t ic s  would have on the  le a rn in g  progress o f  each 
s tu d e n t.31
Renbarger, in  h is  s tudy on the  re la t io n s h ip  between se lf-es teem  and 
academic achievement in  disadvantaged A fro-Am erican women in  a D e tro it  
c le r ic a l  t r a in in g  program, found th a t  the  h ighe r the  female s tu d e n t's  
se lf-e s te e m , the  h igh e r was her academic achievement. The reverse  was 
a lso  t r u e ;  nega tive  progress in  se lf-e s te e m  produced nega tive  re s u lts  in  
academic achievement. Low esteem was found to  be more c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  
A fro-Am erican males than o f  A fro-Am erican fem ales. In  l i g h t  o f  the 
general agreement th a t  ra c ia l d is t in c t io n  has an e f fe c t  on se lf-e s te e m , 
i t  can be sa id  th a t  ra c ia l and c u ltu ra l in flu e n ce s  are re le v a n t to  
le a rn in g  in  ABE c la s s e s .^2
Economic fa c to rs  were l is te d  by th e  a d u lt  b lack  students in  Hawkin's 
s tudy as the  prim ary cause fo r  dropp ing ou t o f  the  ABE and general educa­
t io n  development programs in  th e  New Orleans p u b lic  schoo ls . However,
20 pe rcen t o f  the  dropouts responding in d ic a te d  a d is s a t is fa c t io n  w ith  
classroom atmosphere. And the  evidence demonstrated th a t  the  classes in  
which the  in s t ru c to r  was seen to  accept the  s tuden t as an equal had lower 
dropout ra te s . A lthough the  study d id  no t examine the  c u ltu ra l backgrounds
31 Ib id .  pp. 125-129.
32r . m. Renbarger. "An Experim ental In v e s tig a tio n  o f  the R e la tio n ­
sh ip  Between Self-Esteem  and Academic Achievement in  a P opu la tion  o f  
D isadvantaged A d u lts ."  (Unpublished D o c to r 's  d is s e r ta t io n ,  M ichigan 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,  1969)
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o f  th e  sample p o p u la tio n  per se, the  personal c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the 
sample p o p u la tio n , s ig n i f ic a n t  to  the  dropout r a te ,  in d ic a te d  re le v a n t 
in flu e n c e s  on le a rn in g  p ro g re ss .33
'A d u lt Learn ing
Research s tu d ie s  in d ic a te  th a t  the basic  a b i l i t y  o f  a d u lts  to  le a rn
con tinues rega rd less  o f  a g e . 34 As Zahn s ta te d :
Whenever le a rn in g  a b i l i t y  is  measured w ith o u t s t r i c t  tim e 
l im i t s ,  le a rn in g  a b i l i t y  does not d e c lin e  between 20 and 60 
years o f  a g e . 35
The phys ica l s ta te  o f the  le a rn e r is  more in f lu e n t ia l  on le a rn in g  progress 
in  th a t  h is  speed o f  performance may be s low er due to  such fa c to rs  as 
reduced s ig h t  and hearing a b i l i t i e s .  According to  Monge and Gardner, 
g iven a s low er pace and more t im e , the o ld e r  a d u lts  w i l l  even o u t­
perform  low er age g r o u p s . 36
33Dorothy Lee Hawkins. "A Study o f  Dropouts in  an American Basic 
Education Program and a General Education Development Program and 
Suggestions fo r  Im proving the  H old ing Power o f  These Programs." (Unpub­
lis h e d  D o c to r 's  d is s e r ta t io n ,  Ind iana U n iv e rs ity ,  1968).
34jane C. Zahn. "D iffe re n ce s  Between A d u lts  and Youth A ffe c t in g  
L e a rn in g ."  A d u lt E duca tion , V o l. 1 7 (2 ):6 7 -7 7 . W in te r, 1967; see a lso  
Ann P. Hayes, New Dimensions in  A d u lt Basic Education Research and 
Dem onstration in  A d u lt Basic E duca tion . A d u lt Education A sso c ia tio n  o f  
the  U.S.A. Commission on A d u lt Basic Education. December 8 , 1969; see 
a lso  Gale Jensen, A. A. L iv e r ig h t ,  and W ilbu r H allenbeck. A d u lt Educa tion : 
Outi ines o f an Emerging F ie ld  o f  U n iv e rs ity  S tudy. Adul t  Ed'ucation 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  U .S.A. 1964; see a lso  Andrew Hendrickson. "A d u lt Learning 
and the  A d u lt L e a rn e r."  A d u lt Leadersh ip , V o l. 14:254-256. February,
1966; see a lso  J . R. K idd. How A d u lts  Learn. New York: H o u g h to n -M ifflin
Company. 1967; see a lso  Paul B e rg e rin . A Philosophy fo r  A d u lt Educa tion . 
New York: The Seabury Press. 1967.
35zahn, op. c i t .  p. 69.
3 6 r. p . Monge and E r ic  G ard ine r. "Syracuse U n iv e rs ity  A d u lt Develop­
ment S tudy: A Progress R e p o rt."  (Unpublished paper) c ite d  by Ann P.
Hayes, op. c i t .  p. 4 .
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A lso  re la te d  to  a d u lt  le a rn in g , m o tiv a t io n , and se lf- im a g e  is  
H endrickson 's  concept th a t  i t  is  e a s ie r f o r  an experienced person to  
le a rn  a com p le te ly  new task  by using h is  past experiences to  fo s te r  
g e n e ra liz a tio n s  and the d isco ve ry  o f  new re la t io n s h ip s .^7 Zahn co rro b ­
o ra ted  H endrickson 's  p o in t o f  v iew , adding th a t ;
The way in  which a person organized h is  p e rce p tio n s , as 
w e ll as what he s e le c ts  to  p e rce ive , is  in flu e n ce d  by what 
he expects ; and what he expects depends on h is  experience 
and h is  m o tiv e s .38
Perceptions o f  a d u lts  are more d i f f i c u l t  to  change, a lthough a d u lts
le a rn  more, and more q u ic k ly  than c h ild re n ,  i f  the  le a rn in g  is  based on
t h e i r  pas t experiences. A d u lts  are o fte n  more h ig h ly  m o tiva ted , s ince
i t  is  e a s ie r  f o r  them to  connect le a rn in g  w ith  immediate a p p lic a tio n  to
personal and s o c ia l needs and in te re s ts .  Th is  is  a p p ro p ria te  in  ABE
where the goals o f  the le a rn e r are c lo s e ly  assoc ia ted  w ith  employment
and s ta tu s .
Ruder and Hand m a in ta in  th a t  p e rs o n a lity  fa c to rs  may in te r fe re  w ith  
the le a rn in g  o f  ABE s tu d e n ts . Such fa c to rs  would in c lu d e  a l ie n a t io n ,  
avo idance, h o s t i l i t y  toward a u th o r ity ,  fe a r  o f  sch o o ls , re je c t io n  o f  
d e s ire  to  develop in t e l le c t u a l ly ,  r ig id  va lue  systems, and a d e fe a t is t
a t t i t u d e . 39
37&ndrew H endrickson, op. c i t .  p. 225.
38jane C. Zahn, op. c i t .  p. 72.
3 ^W illia m  Ruder and S. E. Hand. "P e rs o n a lity  Factors Which May 
In te r fe re  w ith  the  Learn ing o f  American Basic Educationa l S tu d ie s ."  
A d u lt E ducation. 18:31-93. W in te r, 1968. p. 53.
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A s im i la r  p o in t o f  v iew , by V on tress , tra c in g  stages o f a d u lt 
development and r e la t in g  them to  ed uca tion , s ta ted  th a t ,  "The in d iv id ­
ual who hates h im s e lf fo r  whatever reason is  most d i f f i c u l t  to  t e a c h . " 4 0  
Zahn was more s p e c if ic  in  her s tu d y , re p o rt in g  th a t  persons measuring 
h igh in  fe e lin g s  o f  powerlessness, found i t  harder to  le a rn  " c o n tro l-  
re le v a n t"  in fo rm a tio n  than those w ith  more confidence in  th e ir  own 
a b i l i t y  to  a f fe c t  what happened to  them.
Knowing what ro le s  a s tuden t id e n t i f ie s  w ith ,  how newly 
acqu ired  the id e n t i t y ,  what needs o r ha b its  he has th a t may 
c o n f l ic t  w ith  the  con ten t o f  the  le a rn in g , and how much 
c o n tro l he fe e ls  he has over what happens to  him are aspects 
o f  'where the  s tuden t i s '  th a t  a re  re le v a n t to  l e a r n i n g . 4 1
She in s is ts  th a t  th is  is  t ru e  no t o n ly  w ith  in d iv id u a ls  but a lso  w ith
groups as w e l l ,  in c lu d in g  such m in o r it ie s  as A fro-A m ericans, In d ia n -
Americans, and M exican-Am ericans.
F in a l ly ,  i t  should be noted th a t S t ic h t 's  summary c la im ed:
. . .  no d e f in i t i v e  research evidence has been found 
to  suggest th a t disadvantaged a d u lts  have any le ss  a b i l i t y  
to  le a rn  than o th e r more advantaged a d u l t s . 4^
^^Clemont E. V ontress. "A d u lt L i fe  S ty le s : Im p lic a t io n  fo r
E d u ca tion ." A d u lt Leadersh ip . May, 1970. 19:11-26. p. 26.
41 Jane C. Zahn. "Some A d u lt A tt itu d e s  A ffe c t in g  Learn ing: Power­
lessne ss , C o n f l ic t in g  Needs and Role T ra n s it io n ."  A d u lt E ducation. 
19 :91-97 , W in te r, 1969. p. 95.
4 2 ib id .  p. 96.
43Thomas G. S t ic h t .  Learning A b i l i t ie s  o f  D isadvantaged. George 
Washington U n iv e rs ity ,  A le x a n d ria , V ir g in ia .  March, 1969. p. 9.
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In  f a c t ,  he b e lie ve s  th a t  th e re  is  l i t t l e  s u b s ta n tia l in fo rm a tio n  concern­
ing  the  le a rn in g  a b i l i t i e s  o f  the  disadvantaged a d u lt .  The prim ary 
agreement he had w ith  o th e r educators was th a t  most te s t in g  in s tru m e n ts ,
. . . a r e  no t v a l id  ins trum ents  fo r  assessing the le a rn in g  
a b i l i t y  o f  these a d u lts ,  because they are based on e n v iro n ­
mental experiences alm ost w h o lly  a l ie n  to  the  low soc io ­
economic a d u l t . 44
Summary
A rev iew  o f  the  l i t e r a t u r e  re le v a n t to  th is  study has revealed th a t  
th e re  is  a growing concern among educators regard ing  the importance o f  
the in flu e n c e  o f  c u l tu ra l and environm ental background fa c to rs  in  le a rn in g  
experiences. Continued research has revealed the com p lex ity  o f  the prob­
lems in vo lve d  in  the  c ro s s -c u ltu ra l and c ro s s -s u b c u ltu ra l education th a t  
takes p lace in  ABE classroom s. One im portan t issue id e n t i f ie d  as h e lp fu l 
background fo r  th is  study was the c o n f l ic t  between the Ind ian  and non- 
Ind ian  c u ltu re s  reg a rd in g  a c c u ltu ra t io n ,  va lue systems, le a rn in g  percep­
t io n s ,  and le a rn in g  achievem ent. O ther p e r t in e n t issues inc luded such 
fa c to rs  as s k i l l  d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  the  undereducated and c u l tu r a l ly  
deprived  and p e rs o n a lity  fa c to rs  such as fe e lin g s  o f  a lie n a t io n  and 
nega tive  se lf- im a g e  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  underach ieving and disadvantaged 
persons.
The research concern ing a d u lt  le a rn in g  supported the concept th a t  
a d u lts  may be s low er in  performance bu t re ta in  the a b i l i t y  to  le a rn .
A d u lt s tuden ts  are  o fte n  h ig h ly  m otiva ted  and ab le  to  re la te  new le a rn in g
44%bid. p. 6.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
23
to  past experiences o r  present employment. However, the re  are person­
a l i t y  fa c to rs  common in  ABE s tu d e n ts , (such as fe e lin g s  o f  powerless­
ness, h o s t i l i t y ,  and a n t i - in te l le c tu a l  ism) th a t  do in te r fe re  w ith  
le a rn in g  achievement.
One l im i t a t io n  o f  some past research , re le v a n t to  th is  e x p lo ra to ry  
s tu d y , is  the inadequacy o f  measuring in s tru m e n ts , due to  va riou s  
c u ltu ra l and s o c ia l c la ss  b iases.
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CHAPTER I I I  
METHODS AND PROCEDURES
The P opu la tion
The p o p u la tio n  o f  th is  s tudy con s is ted  o f members o f  the  ABE c la ss  
a t  the  M issoula Technica l Center e n ro lle d  d u rin g  the  month o f  March,
1971. F o rty -tw o  v o lu n te e r s tudents from the  c la ss  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  the 
survey by com ple ting the  c u ltu ra l survey q u e s tio n n a ire . (See Appendix F, 
page 95) Twenty-seven o f  those studen ts  a lso  completed a p re - te s t and 
p o s t- te s t  to  determ ine le a rn in g  progress. The po p u la tio n  was reduced by 
th e  re se a rch e r's  c r i t e r io n  th a t  c la ss  e n ro llm en t be one month o r lo nge r 
in  d u ra tio n  to  q u a l i fy  f o r  an adequate le a rn in g  progress ra te .  The popu­
la t io n  was fu r th e r  reduced by s tuden t dropouts d u rin g  the  th re e  weeks 
re q u ire d  to  ga in  the  necessary d a ta . Every e f f o r t  was made to  in c lu d e  
as many o f  the  In d ia n  s tuden ts as p o s s ib le .
The Instrum ents
In  o rd e r to  determ ine the  c u ltu ra l and environm ental background o f  
the  ABE c la ss  members, a survey type q u e s tio n n a ire  was developed. The 
se le c te d  item s were developed in  c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  D r. Floyd Sharrock, 
Department o f  A n th ropo logy , and Dr. Robert Anderson, School o f  Education, 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, and Mrs. Sue M ie lk e , the  ABE in s tru c to r  a t  M issoula 
Technica l C enter. The item s were designed to  r e f le c t  the  c u ltu ra l and 
environm ental fa c to rs  which m ight in flu e n c e  the  le a rn in g  process o f  the 
ABE s tu d e n t. A p re -s tu d y  o f  c ro s s -c u ltu ra l e d u ca tio n , w ith  emphasis on 
In d ia n  e d u ca tio n , was used as a basis  fo r  the  q u e s tio n n a ire  c o n s tru c tio n .
24
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The le a rn in g  ra te  o f  the  c la ss  was determ inde by the  use o f  the 
ABE S tudent Survey T e s t,  pub lished by the  F o l le t t  Educational C o rpo ra tio n . 
The ABE S tudent Survey is  a m u l t i - le v e l ,  a d u lt-o r ie n te d  te s t  ranging 
from  grade one equ iva lency to  grade 7 .9  equ iva lency . I t  cons is ted  o f 
fo u r  p a r ts : 1) Reading Comprehension; 2) Word R e cog n ition ; 3) A r ith m e tic
Com putation; and 4) A r ith m e tic  Word Problems. Answer sheets were used 
w ith  a non-consumable te s t  b o o k le t.
The Survey Procedure
The c u ltu ra l and environm ental survey q u e s tio n n a ire  was adm in is te red 
by the  in v e s t ig a to r  d u rin g  re g u la r  c la ss  sessions. Students no t ab le  to  
read the  q u e s tio n n a ire  had i t  read to  them by the  te a ch e r-a id e  in  an 
inconspicuous manner. The q u e s tio n n a ire s  were numbered to  p rov ide  non­
id e n t i t y  o f  those p a r t ic ip a t in g .  The data was ta b u la te d  m anually and the  
a n a ly s is  o f  the data was organ ized in to  the  fo llo w in g  seven m ajor ca te ­
g o r ie s : (1) I d e n t i f ic a t io n ,  (2) R eserva tion , (3) S o c ia l - P o l i t ic a l ,
(4) E d u ca tio n a l, (5) F am ily , (6) Economic-Employment, and (7) Personal 
Preferences and P ra c tic e s . (See Appendix E, page 93) Student dropouts 
in te n s i f ie d  the  fo llo w -u p  d i f f i c u l t i e s .
The F o l le t t  ABE Student Survey Test is  the  te s t  norm ally  used by 
the  ABE teacher f o r  each new s tuden t e n te r in g  th e  c la s s . These e n try  
scores were used, w ith  pe rm iss io n , as the  p re - te s t  scores. The post­
te s t  was adm in is te red  d u rin g  the  month o f  March by the  same teachers 
and te a ch e r-a id e  who adm in is te red  the  p re - te s t ,  thus keeping a c o n s is ­
ten cy  f o r  the  purpose o f  m in im iz ing  the  "Hawthorne E f fe c t . "
A lthough the  te s ts  were g iven  to  a l l  the  s tuden ts  a t  the same t im e , 
each s tu d e n t was fre e  to  work on h is  te s t  in d iv id u a l ly ,  w ith o u t any se t
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tim e  l i m i t .  The ABE Student Survey is  a power t e s t ,  not a timed te s t .  
Due to  the  sco ring  p e n a lty  f o r  each wrong answer, s tudents were informed 
to  s top  when the  q u e s tio n n a ire  became too d i f f i c u l t  fo r  them. The raw 
scores from th e  te s ts  were converted to  co rre c te d  scores, which were in  
tu rn  converted to  grade equ iva lency through the  use o f a ch a rt provided 
w ith  the  te s t .  (See Appendix A, page 87)
In te rv ie w s  w ith  the  teachers and te a ch e r-a id e  were conducted on an 
in fo rm a l basis w h ile  the  in v e s t ig a to r  a ss is te d  in  the  c lass ro u tin e  on 
a v o lu n te e r in te rn s h ip  b a s is .
Treatment o f  Data
A l l  data were tre a te d  in  ta b u la r  form  w ith  comparisons made between 
Ind ian  and non-Ind ian  ca te g o rie s  fo r  the c u ltu ra l survey and the 
le a rn in g  progress r e s u lts .  The F o l le t t  ABE Student Survey re s u lts  were 
analyzed w ith  the non-param etric  Mann-Whitney U T es t.^  (See Appendix 
6 , page 100)
One a r b i t r a r y  d e c is io n  made by the  in v e s t ig a to r  du ring  ta b u la t io n  
was to  use the  f i r s t  answer i f  severa l were g iven when o n ly  one was 
asked f o r .  Another a r b i t r a r y  d e c is io n  made was to  c la s s i fy  the responses 
to  questions 8 , 9 , 46, 53, and 61 in to  a l te rn a t iv e  ca te go ries  to  f a c i l i ­
ta te  ta b u la t io n .
^Sidney S ie g a l. Nonparametric S ta t is t ic s  fo r  the  Behavioral 
Sciences. New York: McGraw-H ill Book Company, In c . 1956. pp. 116-127,
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS
Demographic In fo rm a tio n  o f  C u ltu ra l Survey
The survey o f  c u l tu ra l and environm ental fa c to rs  o f  the ABE students 
was accomplished through th e  use o f  a q u e s tio n n a ire  construc ted  f o r  th a t  
purpose. The a n a lys is  o f  the  data rece ived  by means o f  the ins trum en t 
was ta b u la te d  in  seven ca te g o rie s  o f  c u ltu ra l and environm ental charac­
t e r i s t i c s ;  namely. I d e n t i f ic a t io n ,  R e se rva tion , S o c ia l - P o l i t ic a l ,  
E duca tion , F am ily , Economic-Employment, and Personal Preference and 
P ra c tic e s . The data was a lso  ta b u la te d  accord ing to  the  c a te g o rie s , 
Ind ian  and n o n -In d ia n , f o r  comparison and c o r re la t io n .
Id e n t i f ic a t io n  C h a ra c te r is t ic s
The sex d is t r ib u t io n  o f  the  42 members o f  the  ABE p o pu la tion  was 
62 percent male and 38 percen t fem ale. (See Table #1, page 29) How­
e ve r, s ta te  d is t r ib u t io n  in  1968-1969 was 47 percen t male and 53 pe r­
cen t fem ale .^
The age d is t r ib u t io n  o f  the  ABE p o p u la tio n  ranged from 14 ye a rs ,
6 months (1 4 .6 ) ,  to  53 ye a rs , 8 months (5 2 .8 ) .  The mean age o f  the  
to ta l  p o p u la tio n  was 2 2 .8 , w h ile  the  mean age o f  the Ind ian  and non- 
Ind ian  groups were 21.1 and 24.4 re s p e c t iv e ly .  The median age o f the 
In d ia n  and non-Ind ian  groups were 21.11 and 21.3 re s p e c tiv e ly . The 
la rg e s t percentage o f  s tu d e n ts , 82 p e rce n t, were under 25 years o f  age.
Tu. S. Department o f  H e a lth , E duca tion , and W elfa re . O ff ic e  o f  
Educa tion . A d u lt  Basic Education Program S t a t is t ic s : S tudents and
S ta f f  D a ta . J u ly  1 ,"Ï96Ô  -  June 30, 1969. p. 11.
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T h is  percentage was the  reverse  o f  the  1967 n a tio n a l d is t r ib u t io n  which 
re g is te re d  74 percent o f  th e  ABE s tuden ts  over 25 y e a rs .^
The b ir th p la c e  s t a t is t ic s  were le ss  s ig n i f ic a n t  to  th is  study than 
the  sex, age, and m a r ita l s ta tu s  o f  the  ta rg e t p o p u la tio n . Note should 
be made, n e ve rth e le ss , th a t  a lm ost 50 percen t o f  the  students were born 
in  Montana. S ix ty - fo u r  percen t o f  th e  ABE c la ss  surveyed were s in g le  
and le ss  than a q u a rte r o f  the  group was p re s e n tly  m arried o r had 
re m a rrie d . The h igh percentage o f  s in g le  s tudents o f  r e la t iv e ly  young 
a d u lt  age in d ic a te d  d i f f e r e n t  personal needs and cu rr ic u lu m  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  
than would a h ig h e r percentage o f  m arried  a d u lts .
^U. S. Government P r in t in g  O ff ic e .  F ir s t  Annual Report o f  the  
N a tiona l A dv iso ry  Comm itte e  on American Basi c E duca tion . House Document 
No. 384: 90th Congress, 24th Session. September 16, 1968. p. 15.
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Table 1
Sex, Age, M a r ita l S ta tu s , B ir th p la c e , D is t r ib u t io n  o f  ABE Students
Sex: Ind ian Non-Indian
Male 5 21
Female 6 10
11 31 Tota l (N)=42
Age: Percent Percent
Under 20 years 4 36.36 10 32.26
‘20-24 years 5 45.45 10 32.26
25-29 years 1 09.09 6 19.35
30+ years 1 09.09 5 16.13
IT 99.99 31 100.00
M a rita l S ta tus :
S in g le 6 54.54 21 67.74
M arried 3 27.27 6 19.35
Divorced 2 18.18 3 09.68
Remarried 0 00.00 1 03.23
IT 99.99 31 100.00
B ir th p la c e :
Montana 8 72.72 12 38.71
C a lifo rn ia 1 09.09 5 16.13
Washington 1 09.09 5 16.13
North Dakota 0 00.00 3 09.68
Arkansas 1 09.09 0 00.00
New York 0 00.00 1 03.23
Oregon 0 00.00 1 03.23
Colorado 0 00.00 1 03.23
Texas 0 00.00 1 03.23
M issouri 0 00.00 1 03.23
Maryland 0 00.00 1 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.03
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R eservation C h a ra c te r is t ic s
There were 11 Ind ian  s tu d e n ts , as de fined  in  th is  s tudy, p a r t i c i ­
p a tin g  in  the survey. They made up 26 percen t o f  the  to ta l p o p u la tio n . 
Eleven students composed too small a p o p u la tio n  fo r  accura te  represen­
ta t io n  o f  the  Ind ian  c u ltu re ,  y e t  they d id  suggest tre n d s . A lthough 
th e re  are seven t r ib a l  re s e rv a tio n s  in  Montana, the o n ly  two represented 
in  the ABE c la ss  survey were the  Crow and F lathead (see Table 2 ) .
Table 2
Ind ian  T ribe s  Represented by Parenta l H eritage  o f  ABE Students
T r ib e : F a the r: Mother:
Crow 3 4
F lathead 1 1
Cherokee 0 3
Haida 0 1
'In d ia n ' 1 1
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Table 3 shows th a t  a lm ost h a lf  o f  the Ind ian  s tudents p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  the  ceremonial games and dances. More women than men p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  both a c t iv i t ie s .  These f in d in g s  cou ld r e f le c t  personal preferences 
fo r  t r ib a l  t r a d it io n s  and c u ltu re  o r  a move toward renewed in te re s t  in  
the  t r ib a l  ceremonial a c t iv i t ie s  o f  the  "new In d ia n ." ^
Table 3
In d ia n  Student P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Ceremonial Dances and Games
Men Women
Yes No_ Yes_____ Ng_
Dances: 1 4  5 1
Games: 2 3 3 3
3gtan S te in e r. The New In d ia n s . New York: Harper and Row. 1968.
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Table 4 is  a p a r t ia l ta b u la t io n  o f  the  data re ce ive d , showing o n ly  
the l i f e  periods o f  Ind ian  s tuden ts  l i v in g  on o r o f f  the  re s e rv a tio n .
Since o n ly  one non-Ind ian  s tuden t l iv e d  on a re s e rv a tio n , du ring  the l i f e  
periods represented , th a t  group was excluded from the  ta b le .
A lthough re s e rv a tio n  l i f e  is  o fte n  in flu e n ce d  by the non-Ind ian 
c u ltu re ,  l i v in g  on a re s e rv a tio n  con tinues to  be an a p p ro p ria te  channel 
communicating Ind ian  c u ltu ra l fa c to rs .
Table 4
R eserva tion L i fe  o f  Ind ian  ABE Students During Three L ife  Periods
Age 0-5 years Age 5-10 years Age 10-20 years
No
R eserva tion ^  O ff On O ff On O ff Response
Ind ian  Students 5 6 4 7 4 6 1
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S od a l -P o l i  t1 ca l C haracte r! s t i  cs
The la rg e s t percentage o f  the ABE s tu d e n ts , both Ind ian  and non- 
In d ia n , d id  no t appear to  be p o l i t i c a l l y  minded (See Table 5 ). Since 
the  s tuden ts  had l i t t l e  in te r e s t  in  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s ,  the high pe rcen t­
age o f  responses fo r  no fa v o r ite  1968 p re s id e n tia l candidates was con­
s is te n t .  These f in d in g s  co rro bo ra te d  Zahn's im p lic a t io n  th a t persons 
fe e lin g  he lp le ss  to  in flu e n c e  t h e i r  own l iv e s  o r  the circum stances in  
which they f in d  them selves, in s te ad  o f e x e rc is in g  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f 
c it iz e n s h ip ,  develop fe e lin g s  o f  a lie n a t io n  and norm lessness.4
Table 5
D is t r ib u t io n  o f ABE Students According to  P o l i t ic a l  P a rty  
1968 P re s id e n tia l Candidates
P o l i t ic a l  P a rty : Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Republican 1 09.09 4 12.90
Democrat 4 36.36 7 22.58
Independent 0 00.00 6 19.35
Other 1 09.09 2 06.45
No P a rty 5 45.45 12 38.71
1968 S tudent Choices o f 
P re s id e n tia l Candidate:
11 99.99 31 99.99
Nixon 1 09.09 6 19.35
Humphrey 1 09.09 2 06.45
McCarthy 0 00.00 1 03.23
W allace 0 00.00 3 09.68
No F a v o rite 9 81.81 18 58.06
No Response 0 00.00 1 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.00
4jane C. Zahn. "Some A d u lt A tt itu d e s  A ffe c t in g  Learn ing: Power­
lessness , C o n f l ic t in g  Needs, and Role T ra n s it io n ."  A d u lt Educa tion . 
19 :91 -97 , W in te r, 1969. pp. 92 , 96.
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Table 6 in d ic a te s  nominal r e l ig io u s  pre ferences among the p o p u la tio n , 
s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t  the s tudents were no t a r e l ig io u s ly  a c t iv e  group. This 
in d ic a t io n  was v e r i f ie d  by the  fa c t  th a t  over h a lf  o f  each group marked 
the  response o f  less  than y e a r ly  attendance a t  church . One Ind ian  s tudent 
marked a pre ference f o r  the  N a tive  American Church. T h is  fa c to r  in d ic a te d  
a c lo s e r  t i e  w ith  the  t r a d i t io n a l  In d ian  c u ltu re  and is  discussed w ith  
the  s tuden t p r o f i le s  la t e r  in  th is  chap te r (see p. 6 8 ). Membership in  
the N a tive  American Church has become one symbol o f  the movement by 
Ind ian-Am ericans toward more t r a d i t io n a l  values and p e rsp e c tive s .
Table 6
D is t r ib u t io n  o f  ABE Students Accord ing to  R e lig io u s  Preference 
and Frequency o f  Church Attendance
R e lig io u s  P reference: Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Perceni
Roman C a th o lic 2 18.18 5 16.13
P ro te s ta n t 3 27.27 14 45.16
N a tive  American Church 1 09.09 0 00.00
Other 3 27.27 11 35.48
No Response 2 18.18 1 03.23
Church A ttendance:
I T 99.99 3T 100.00
Weekly 1 09.09 6 19.35
M onthly 3 27.27 4 12.90
Y early 0 00.00 4 12.90
Less than Y early 6 54.54 15 51.61
No Response 1
TT
09.09
99.99
1
3 T
03.23
99.99
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E ducationa l C h a ra c te r is t ic s
Table 7 shows th a t  In d ia n  studen ts  remained in  school longer than 
the non-Ind ian  students by one grade on the average. The mean grade the 
s tuden ts  were a tte n d in g  when they l e f t  school was grade 9 .8  f o r  the 
Ind ian  group and grade 8 .8  f o r  the non-Ind ian  group. Furtherm ore, 36 
percen t o f  the Ind ian  studen ts  reached grades 10 through 12, w h ile  on ly 
29 percen t o f  the non-Ind ian  group reached those grades. When the n in th  
grade was inc luded  w ith  the 10 through 12 grades f o r  ta b u la t io n ,  the 
Ind ian  s tuden ts  had even h ig h e r re p re s e n ta tio n  o f grades completed.
There was a 10-month d iffe re n c e  between the Ind ian  and non-Ind ian 
groups in  the category o f the age the students entered school. The mean 
age f o r  the Ind ian  group was 5 .6  years and fo r  the non-Ind ian  group, 6.5 
yea rs . The 10-month d if fe re n c e  between the two groups was no t s u f f ic ie n t  
to  be re le v a n t to  th is  s tudy.
The ta rg e t p o p u la tio n  was s m a ll, as was s ta te d  above; however, the 
tre n d  im p lie d  the Ind ian  group had more experience in  a form al school 
s e t t in g  and were s l ig h t l y  more successfu l than the non-Ind ian  group w h ile  
th e re . T h e ir  success was suggested by the number o f students who repeated 
a grade in  schoo l; 36 pe rcen t o f  the Ind ian  group as compared to  48 per­
cent o f  the  non-Ind ian  group. However, the l i t e r a tu r e  reviewed in fe r re d  
the In d ia n  s tuden ts  in  th is  s tudy were exceptions a t th is  p o in t.  These 
studen ts  appeared to  compete more s u c c e s s fu lly  in  non-Ind ian  schools 
than d id  o th e r Ind ian  groups in  the s tud ies  review ed. P ossib le  explana­
t io n s  f o r  th is  success cou ld  be exp lored in  fu tu re  research in  the areas 
o f  in d iv id u a l a c c u ltu ra t io n ,  p a r t ic u la r  t r ib a l  c h a ra c te r is t ic s ,  and 
e d u ca tio n a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  a v a ila b le  to  in d iv id u a l s tud en ts .
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Table 7
D is t r ib u t io n  o f  ABE Students 
According to  Last Grade Attended in  Formal Schooling
and Grades Repeated
36
Last Grade A ttended:
Grade: Ind ian Percent N on-Indian Percent
1 0 00.00 1 03.23
6 0 00.00 1 03.23
7 0 00.00 1 03.23
8 2 18.18 9 29.03
9 3 27.27 5 16.13
10 1 09.09 3 09,68
11 1 09.09 5 16.13
12 2 18.18 1 03.23
No Response: 2
11
18.18
99.99
5
31
16.13
100.02
Students Repeating 
Grades:
Yes: 4 36.36 15 48.39
No: 7 63.63 15 48.39
No Response: 0 00.00 J _ 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.01
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Both groups s tu d ie d  in  the ABE p o p u la tio n  in d ic a te d  a m ajor reason 
fo r  e n ro l l in g  in  the  ABE c la ss  was the d e s ire  to  a t ta in  a high school 
equ iva lency by passing the General Educational Development te s ts  (GED)
(see Table 8 ) .  The s tuden ts  g e n e ra lly  associa ted  the GED as co in c id in g  
w ith  necessary requirem ents f o r  secu ring  employment. Personal conversa­
t io n  w ith  the studen ts  revea led  th a t  the GED is  very o fte n  equated w ith  
f in is h in g  high school and thus p ro v id in g  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  employment w ith  
the r e s u lt  th a t  s tuden ts  o fte n  p a r t ia l ly  igno re  necessary employment 
s k i l l s .  In  a d d it io n ,  the GED was im p o rtan t to  many students in  both 
groups as a source o f personal s a t is fa c t io n ,  which they would rece ive  
from the accomplishment o f  having f in is h e d  high schoo l. By combining 
the responses to  the "Get the GED" and "F in is h  High School" items shown 
in  Table 8 , approx im a te ly  45 percen t o f  the Ind ian  students and 75 per­
cent o f  the non-Ind ian  studen ts  were in te rp re te d  as fe e lin g  a very rea l 
pressure to  a t ta in  GED s ta tu s .
Perhaps a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tio n , re le v a n t to  cu rricu lu m  s tra te g ie s ,  
cou ld  have been d iscovered had the item  "reason not l is te d "  been designed 
f o r  more s p e c if ic  responses. Since 27 percent o f  the Ind ian  group marked 
th a t  ite m , f in d in g s  from the In d ia n  group were somewhat l im ite d  in  Table 8.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
38
Table 8
Reasons fo r  E n ro ll in g  In  ABE Class
In d i an Percent N on-Indian Percent
Get a Job 0 00.00 4 12.90
Get the GED 4 36.35 20 64.52
F in is h  High School 1 09.09 3 9.68
Learn a S k i l l 0 00.00 2 6.45
Was Forced to 1 09.09 0 0.00
Wanted to  Know More 2 09.09 0 0.00
Reason Not L is te d 3 27.27 0 0.00
TT 99.99 3T 100.00
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C le a r ly ,  the  la rg e s t  m a jo r ity  o f  both groups planned to  remain in  
th e  ABE c la s s  u n t i l  they e i th e r  f in is h e d  h igh school o r found a jo b  (see 
Table 9 ) .  These f in d in g s  r e f le c t  a personal d e te rm in a tio n  o f  ABE students 
p o s s ib ly  m otiva ted  by the p ra c t ic e  o f  v o lu n ta ry  attendance in  the a d u lt  
c u rr ic u lu m  as w e ll as pressure f o r  b e t te r  jo b  s e c u r ity .  Almost h a lf  o f  
the  Ind ian  group and about one t h i r d  o f  the  non-Ind ian  group would leave 
school i f  the y  had employment.
Table 9
Factors A f fe c t in g  T erm ina tion  o f  ABE In s tru c t io n
Students Would Leave 
School When:
In d ia n Percent Non-Indian Percent
Free to  Q u it 1 09.09 0 00.00
F e lt  L ike  Q u it t in g 0 00.00 2 06.45
F in is h  High School 5 45.45 15 48.39
Got a Job 5 45.45 11 35.48
No Response 0 00.00 _3 09.68
11 99.99 31 100.00
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Table 10 shows th a t  both groups recognized the im portance o f 
educa tion  f o r  both men and women. The r e la t iv e ly  h igh percentage o f  non- 
Ind ian s  who emphasized educa tion  f o r  men o n ly  cou ld  have re f le c te d  o th e r 
e th n ic  backgrounds where male educa tion  was dominant f o r  fa m ily  support 
and community le a d e rsh ip . Extended in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  the  research o f  
the  male ro le  in  our changing s o c ie ty  and i t s  r e f le c t io n  in  educa tiona l 
p r io r i t ie s  could prove h e lp fu l f o r  fu r th e r  a n a ly s is  o f  these responses.
Table 10
Expressed Importance For F u rth e r Education
Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
For Men 1 09.09 8 25.81
For Women 0 00.00 0 00.00
For Both 9 81.81 22 70.97
For N e ith e r 1 09.09 0 00.00
No Response 0 00.00 1 03.22
11 99.99 31 100.00
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The read ing h a b its  o f  both groups were v a rie d  (See Table 11 ). Over 
h a l f  o f  th e  Ind ian  s tuden ts  p re fe r  books to  o th e r read ing m a te r ia l,  w h ile  
a lm ost 40 percent o f  the  n o n -In d ia n  group p re fe r  magazines. Had the  
s tuden ts  been asked to  l i s t  the books and magazines they read , more 
s p e c if ic  conc lus ions cou ld  have been made. In  a c la ss  in v o lv in g  rem edial 
re a d in g , as ABE does, such a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tio n  cou ld  be ve ry  h e lp fu l 
f o r  c u rr ic u lu m  p la n n in g .
Table 11
P reference o f  Reading M a te r ia ls  o f  ABE Students
Ind ian Percent N on-Indian Percent
Books 6 54.54 9 29.03
Magazines 1 09.09 12 38.71
Comics 1 09.09 3 09.68
Newspapers 2 18.18 4 12.90
None 1 09.09 1 03.23
No Response _ £ 00.00 06.45
11 99.99 31 100.00
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The c la ss  su b je c t p re ferences were q u ite  even ly  d is t r ib u te d  w ith in  
both groups (see Table 12 ). About 45 percen t o f  the  non-Ind ian  group 
showed an in te re s t  in  mathematics and sc ie n ce , an understandable cho ice 
in  l i g h t  o f  the n a tio n a l emphasis on those su b je c ts  in  recen t yea rs .
The o n ly  n o n - lis te d  s u b je c t vo lun te e re d  under the  q u e s tio n n a ire  item  
"o th e r"  was the  cho ice  o f  h is to ry  by a person in  the  non-Ind ian  group.
Table 12
Preference o f  C lass S ubjects  o f  ABE Students
Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Mathematics 2 18.18 7 22.58
Science 2 18.18 7 22.58
Spel1i  ng 2 18.18 2 06.45
P oetry 0 00.00 1 03.23
Reading 2 18.18 4 12.90
Geography 1 09.09 5 16.13
Other 2 18.18 5 16.13
11 99.99 31 100.00
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The responses to  th e  questions  concern ing le a rn in g  English  as a f i r s t  
language a re  shown in  Table 13. These questions were asked because o f 
the  accepted concept th a t  a f i r s t  language le a rn e d , i f  i t  is  o th e r than 
E n g lis h , cou ld  be a handicap to  le a rn in g  in  a form al school s e t t in g  in
5
our s o c ie ty .  Table 13 in d ic a te s  th a t  le ss  than h a lf  o f  the  Ind ian  group 
speak any t r ib a l  languages, a lthough  some o f  t h e i r  perents s t i l l  speak 
them. These re s u lts  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  Ind ians  in  the  ta rg e t group were 
a c c u ltu ra te d  e a r ly  in to  th e  no n -Ind ia n  school system and p o s s ib ly , the 
non -Ind ian  va lue  system.
Table 13
Responses to  Questions Concerning Language In s tru c t io n
Ind ian Non-Indian
E ng lish  as f i r s t  language 
1 earned Yes: 10 28
No: 1 3
Languages, o th e r than 
E ng lish  you now speak: Crow (1) 
Spanish (2 ) 
In d ia n  (2 )
German (1) 
Lebanese (1)
Language p re fe ren ce : E ng lish  (6) 
In d ia n  (2 ) 
French (1)
E nglish  (22) 
Lebanese (1)
Languages, o th e r than E ng lish  
spoken by parents Crow (4) 
French (2) 
Haida (1)
German (7) 
Swedish (1) 
French (1)
^R. S. Robinson. "The R e la tio n s h ip  Between C e rta in  Environmental 
F acto rs  and th e  P ro f ic ie n c y  o f  B la c k fe e t In d ia n  C h ild re n  w ith  W ritte n  
E n g lis h ."  (Unpublished Masters T h e s is , U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, M issoula 
1967), p. 25.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
44
As in d ic a te d  by the  Data in  Tab le 14, a la rg e  percentage o f  the  ABE 
s tuden ts  de s ire d  to  a tte n d  in s t i t u t io n s  o f  h igh e r educa tion . The Ind ian  
group percentage was h igh w ith  73 pe rcen t. That h igh percentage may 
have been a r e f le c t io n  o f  th e  In d ia n  s tu d e n t’ s awareness o f  the  impor­
tance o f  h ig h e r educa tion fo r  In d ia n  people to d ay , as w e ll a s , the  
d e te rm in a tio n  these p a r t ic u la r  s tuden ts  f e l t  to  s a t is f a c to r i ly  compete 
in  the  non-Ind ian  w o rld .
Table 14
D esire  o f  ABE Students to  A ttend  In s t i tu t io n s  o f  H igher Learning
Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
S tudent Responses; Yes: 8 72.72 14 45.16
No: 3 27.27 15 48.39
No
Response: 0 00.00 2 06.45
11 99.99 31 100.00
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Fam ily C h a ra c te r is t ic s
F o r ty - f iv e  percen t o f  the Ind ian  s tuden ts  l e f t  home be fore  age 18, 
w h ile  o n ly  35 percen t o f  the non-Ind ian  students l e f t  be fore  th a t  age 
(see Table 15). T h ir ty - tw o  pe rcen t o f  the non -Ind ian  students s t i l l  
re s id e  a t  home. T h is  fa c to r  was p a r t ly  exp la ined  by the fa c t  th a t  
severa l ABE s tuden ts  were p h y s ic a lly  handicapped and needed the phys ica l 
care o ffe re d  by the  home environm ent. Another re le v a n t fa c to r  considered 
was the  la rg e  number o f  s in g le  s tuden ts  in  the p a r t ic u la r  ABE c lass 
surveyed.
Table 15 shows th e re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e  between the two 
groups concern ing the  age the s tuden t l e f t  home. The mean age fo r  
le a v in g  home f o r  the  In d ia n  s tuden ts  was 16.7 years and fo r  the non- 
Ind ian  studen ts  i t  was 18.2 ye a rs .
Table 15 
Age ABE Students L e f t  Home
Ind ian Percent Non-Ind ian Percent
A t o r be fo re  age 15 3 27.27 5 16.13
Age 16-17 2 18.18 6 19.35
Age 18-19 3 27.27 2 06.45
A t o r  a f t e r  age 20 1 09.09 5 16.13
Did no t leave 2 18.18 10 32.26
No response _0 00.00 3 09.68
11 99.99 31 100.00
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Table 16 shows p a r t ic u la r  home c h a ra c te r is t ic s  th a t  re f le c te d  
economic and s o c ia l s ta tu s  in  our s o c ie ty .  These c h a ra c te r is t ic s  a lso  
suggested p ro x im ity  to  urban in flu e n c e  w h ich , in  tu rn ,  suggested the 
in flu e n c e  o f  the non -Ind ian  c u ltu re .  The h igh percentage o f  a f f irm a t iv e  
answers to  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  runn ing  w a te r, e le c t r i c i t y  and te lephone, 
in d ic a te d  th a t  most o f  the  s tuden ts  in  th is  ABE c lass  had been in flu e n ce d  
by the s tru c tu re s  and values o f  modern urban l i f e .  In  response to  the 
q u e s tio n , "Where d id  you go when you l e f t  home?", 19 percent o f  the to ta l  
p o p u la tio n  l is te d  t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n s  as the " c i t y . "  (See Appendix F, 
page 95)
The In d ia n  s tuden ts  came from s l ig h t l y  la rg e r  fa m il ie s .  The mean 
number o f  persons in  the home, in  a d d it io n  to  the s tu d e n t, f o r  the Ind ian  
group was s ix ,  w h ile  f o r  the non -Ind ian  group, i t  was about fo u r .  Only 
about s ix  pe rcen t o f  the  non?Indian fa m ilie s  numbered more than seven in  
a d d it io n  to  the s tu d e n t, whereas about 27 percen t o f  the  Ind ian  fa m ilie s  
were la rg e r  than seven in  a d d it io n  to  the s tu d e n t.
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Table 16
D is t r ib u t io n  o f  Home C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  ABE S tudents:
Running W ater, E le c t r i c i t y ,  and Telephone 
Number o f  Persons, Number o f  Rooms, and C o ns truc tio n  Type
Running Water E le c t r i c i t y  Telephone
In d ia n : Yes: 9 11 6
No: 2 0 5
N on-Ind ian : Yes: 29 29 27
No: 1 0 3
No Response: 1 2 1
Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Number o f  rooms:
3 o r le ss 4 36.36 5 16.13
4 - 6 4 36.36 17 54.84
7 + 27.27 _9 29.03
11 99.99 31 100.00
Number o f  persons in
fa m ily  home, in  a d d i­
t io n  to  the  s tu d e n t:
3 o r le ss 2 18.18 11 35.48
4 - 6 6 54.54 15 48.39
7 + 3 27.27 4 12.90
No Response 0 00.00 1 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.00
C o n s tru c tio n  o f  house:
S to n e /B ric k 1 09.09 6 19.35
Wood Frame 9 81.81 18 58.06
Log 1 09.09 3 09.68
O ther _0 00.00 _4 12.90
11 99.99 31 100.00
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Economic-Employment C h a ra c te r is t ic s
The ownership o f  autom obiles and te le v is io n  se ts  denotes both 
economic and s o c ia l s ta tu s . T h i r t y - f iv e  pe rcen t o f  the  to ta l ABE c la ss  
owned c a rs , as in d ic a te d  in  Tab le 17. Of th a t  number, 78 percent were 
men. Over h a lf  o f  the In d ia n  s tuden ts  owned c a rs , w ith  the non-Ind ian  
s tuden ts  o n ly  s l ig h t l y  le s s . Three studen ts  in d ic a te d  they owned two 
v e h ic le s , bu t in  each case both cars were models in  the 1950's .  The 
economy p r ic e  c la ss  p lus the  o ld e r  years o f  the  ca rs  owned supported 
the  g e n e ra lly  low er economic s ta tu s  o f  ABE s tu d e n ts . The newest v e h ic le  
in  the  Ind ian  group was dated 1964.
C onsidering  the  fa c t  th a t  about 12 percen t o f  the  s tudents have 
handicaps which would im p a ir t h e i r  d r iv in g  a c a r , the h igh percentage o f  
s tudents owning ca rs  re f le c te d  the  im portance the  ca r had as an economic 
s ta tu s  symbol fo r  young a d u lts  in  our s o c ie ty . Th is  a n a lys is  was sup­
ported  by conve rsa tions  w ith  the  s tud e n ts . Both groups were c u l tu r a l ly  
s im i la r  in  regard to  ca r ow nership.
T e le v is io n  ow nership , in  g e n e ra l, was a lso  a symbol o f  economic 
s ta tu s .  The p o rta b le  and b la c k /w h ite  c la ss  was in d ic a t iv e  o f  a low er 
p r ic e  range; consoles and c o lo r ,  in d ic a t iv e  o f  h igh e r p r ic e  (see Table 17 ).
The fa c t  th a t  every s tu d e n t owned a te le v is io n —w ith  o n ly  one 
p o s s ib le  e xce p tio n — h ig h lig h ts  the im portance o f  th is  media reg a rd le ss  
o f  economic resources.
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Table 17
Responses o f  ABE Students to  Questions o f  Car and TV Ownership
,1 ' ■ ■ If.. fl 1 In d ia n  Percent Non-Indian Percent
Do you own a car? Yes:
No:
No Response:
6 54.54
4 36.36
1 09.09 
11 99.99
15 48.39
16 51.61
0 00.00 
TT 100.00
Ind ian Non-Indian
Make and yea r o f  you r car? 1950's 1960's 1950's 1960's
Economy p r ic e  c la s s :
(F o rd , Plymouth, C h e v ro le t, 
Rambler, Datsun)
4 4 10 4
Medium p r ic e  c la s s : 
(Dodge, B u ick)
0 1 0 2
What k in d  o f  TV do you have?
Ind ian Non-Indian
Black and White 9 23
C olor 3 7
P o rta b le 4 14
No TV 0 0
No Response 0 1
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The Data in  Table 18 i l lu s t r a te s  th a t  about 80 percent o f  both groups 
a re  no t p re s e n tly  employed. P a rt o f  th is  r e s u lt  was exp la ined by the  la c k  
o f  adequate jo b  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  by the  s tu d e n ts . W ithout a t  le a s t  a GEO, 
employment is  no t o n ly  low in  pay, bu t d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  in  a c o lle g e  
town. Another fa c to r ,  re le v a n t to  the  la ck  o f  employment by the s tudents 
was th a t  many o f the  ABE s tuden ts  were re c ip ie n ts  o f  fe d e ra l,  s ta te ,  o r 
lo c a l support fun ds , w h ile  a tte n d in g  the  ABE c la s s . O ften they were not 
pe rm itte d  to  be employed w h ile  re c e iv in g  such funds.
The k in d  o f  work the  s tuden ts  p re fe rre d , as in d ic a te d  in  Table 18, 
would be ve ry  re le v a n t to  the  co n te n t o f  the  cu rr ic u lu m  and the educa­
t io n a l and v o ca tio n a l counse ling  th e  students re ce ive d . The Ind ian  group 
expressed pre ference f o r  ou tdoor work. There were many o th e r fa c to rs  
in vo lved  in  vo ca tio n a l in te re s ts  which needed to  be exp lored fu r th e r  
than th e  scope o f  th is  s tu d y .
The m a jo r ity  o f  the s tuden ts  had no plans f o r  fu tu re  work (see 
Table 1 8 ). T h is  f in d in g  was c o n s is te n t w ith  the  general ABE student 
" liv e -n o w " l i f e  s ty le .  More In d ia n  s tuden ts  sa id  they had fu tu re  plans 
than non -Ind ian  s tuden ts  d id .  However, many o f  them were no t s p e c if ic  
in  d e s c r ib in g  those p la n s , thus c re a t in g  much doubt in  the mind o f  the  
in v e s t ig a to r  about th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  p lan s .
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Table 18
Responses o f  ABE Students to  Questions o f  Employment
Q uestion: Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Are you working
a t present? Yes: 2 18.18 5 16.13
No: 9 81.81 25 80.64
No Response: 0 00.00 1 03.23
11 99.99 31 100,00
Is  th e re  a jo b
w a it in g  f o r  you Yes: 3 27.27 5 16.13
a f te r  you complete
th is  c lass? No: 8 72.72 25 80.64
No Response: 0 00.00 1 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.00
What work do you
l ik e  best? Ind oo r: 4 36.36 18 58.07
Outdoor: 7 63.63 12 38.71
No Response: 0 00.00 J _ 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.01
Do you have plans
f o r  fu tu re  work? Yes: 5 45.45 6 19.35
No: 6 54.54 20 64.52
No Response: 0 00.00 5 16.13
11 99.99 31 100.00
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An examination o f Table 19 shows th a t 41 percent o f the parents o f 
the Indian group were c la s s if ie d  as s k i l le d  la b o r, which included semi- 
p ro fess iona l as w e ll.  Twenty-one percent o f  the non-Indian group parents 
were s k i l le d .  N e ither o f  these fig u re s  took in to  account the parents 
l is te d  as re t ir e d ,  d isab led , o r deceased. No o ther c la s s if ic a t io n  was 
given the la t t e r  group.
The employment o f the parents could have been in f lu e n t ia l on the 
students. I t  would be c lo se ly  associated w ith  the socio-economic s ta tus 
o f the fa m ily  and, in  th a t way, would exercise a c u ltu ra l in fluence .
Some occupations l is te d  by Ind ian students regarding th e ir  fa the rs  were: 
t r ib a l  leader, U. S. Government photographer, carpenter, disabled veteran, 
fa c to ry  worker, la b o re r, ja n i to r ,  and baker. Parents w ith  s k il le d  
occupations, such as t r ib a l  leader, U. S. Government photographer, and 
baker, could in fluence  th e ir  ch ild re n  toward the com petitive  d rive  
apparent in  several high scoring Indian students, (see discussion on 
page 69) I l lu s t r a t iv e  o f occupations o f the fa the rs  o f non-Indian 
students were: superv iso r, rea l e s ta te , tru ck  d r iv e r ,  salesman, motel
o p e ra to r, logger, rancher, and p rison guard. The m a jo r ity  o f non-Indian 
responses fo r  th e ir  mothers' employment was in  the u n sk ille d  category, 
a la rge  percentage o f which were "housework." That p ic tu re  was not the 
same fo r  the employment o f  the mothers o f the Indian students. Most o f 
them had trades such as p o l i t ic s ,  co o rd in a to r, lice n se d -p ra c tica l nurse, 
baker, and cook.
T he ir was l i t t l e  observable c o rre la tio n  between the occupations 
l is te d  fo r  the students and the occupations given fo r  th e ir  parents.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
53
Table 19
Type o f Employment o f  ABE Students and T he ir Parents
Ind ian : S k ille d
Semi-
S k ille d U n sk illed
R e tired ,
D isabled,
Deceased
No
Response To ta
Student 3 7 1 0 0 11
Father 4 2 4 0 1 11
Mother 5 1 3 0 2 11
Non-Indian:
Student 2 n 7 0 n 31
Father 7 11 4 0 3 31
Mother 6 3 18 0 4 31
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The economic p o r t ra it  o f the ABE students in  Missoula began w ith  an 
in q u iry  in  the h ighest weekly income ever received by a student (see 
Table 20). Recognizing the fa c t  th a t a student could have had a la rge  
weekly income fo r  a b r ie f  du ra tio n  o f employment, no ye a rly  income was 
ca lcu la te d  from the responses. However, the fig u re s  do in d ica te  some 
f in a n c ia l p o te n tia l o f  the ABE student. A grea te r percentage o f Indian 
students reported they earned less per week, fo r  any one week, than 
the non-Indian student earned. S ix ty - fo u r  percent o f the Indian students 
earned less than $100 per week as the h ighest income. Forty-two percent 
o f  the non-Indians earned less than $100 as the h ighest weekly sa la ry .
I f  the weekly income were converted to  ye a rly  income, the income range 
o f both Indian and non-Indian groups would be s im ila r  to  the income 
range reported by o th e r s tu d ie s . Dutton reported th a t the income o f 
ABE students in  H ills b o ro  County, F lo rida  ranged from $1,000 to  $5,000 
per y e a r . G Hawkins reported the income o f ABE students in  New Orleans, 
Louisiana ranged from a mean y e a rly  income o f approxim ately $2,300 to  
$6,700.7
^Marion Donnie Dutton. "A D escrip tion  and Analysis o f Selected 
C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  P a rtic ip a n ts  in  A du lt Basic Education in  H illsborough 
County, F lo r id a ."  (Unpublished D octor's  d is s e r ta t io n , F lo rida  S tate 
U n iv e rs ity , 1967) p. 122.
^Dorothy Lee Hawkins. "A Study o f Dropouts in  an American Basic 
Education Program and a General Education Development Program and 
Suggestions fo r  Improving the Holding Power o f  These Programs." (Unpub­
lis h e d  D octo r's  d is s e r ta t io n , Indiana U n iv e rs ity , August, 1968) p. 56.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
55
Table 20
Highest Weekly Income o f ABE Students
Ind ian Percent Non-Indian Percent
$0-49 4 36.36 6 19.35
$50-99 3 27.27 7 22.58
$100-149 3 27.27 5 16.13
$150-199 0 00.00 1 03.23
$200-299 0 00.00 2 06.45
$300+ 1 09.09 4 12.90
No Response 0 00.00 6 19.35
11 99.99 31 99.99
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Personal Preference and P ractice  C h a ra c te ris tic s
The frequency o f medical and dental v is i ta t io n  o ften  s ig n if ie s  
c u ltu ra l u rb a n iza tio n , as w e ll as economic c la ss . There are exceptions, 
o f  course, but ge ne ra lly  farm fa m ilie s  do not frequent medical services 
unless they have been in fluenced by an urban mindset. Table 21 ind ica tes  
th a t 73 percent o f  the Indian students and 55 percent o f  the non-Indian 
students v is ite d  a docto r w ith in  the past three months. Recognizing 
the lower economic s ta tus o f many o f the students, the frequent v is i t a ­
t io n s  was p a r t ly  expla ined by the number o f students who received 
f in a n c ia l support from federa l programs o r s ta te  w e lfa re . These programs 
o ften  make medical care poss ib le  fo r  disadvantaged persons.
Dental care is  a lu xu ry  to  disadvantaged popu la tions, unless cared 
fo r  by specia l program funds. Both survey groups had s im ila r  d is t r ib u ­
t io n  in  th is  area. The responses marked “ none o f these" were included 
w ith  the "two yea r" responses fo r  purposes o f ta b u la tio n . Thus, i t  was 
found th a t 64 percent o f  the Ind ian group had not v is ite d  a d e n tis t 
w ith in  the past two years w h ile  55 percent o f  the non-Indian group were 
in  the same category.
Table 21
Frequency o f V is ita t io n s  To Doctor and D e n tis t By ABE Students
Doctor v is ite d  w ith in  past; 3
months
6
months
1
year
2
years
none o f 
these
Ind ians: 8 2 0 0 1
Non-Indians: 17 2 6
1 ,1^1 2
D e n tis t v is ite d  w ith in  past:
Ind ians: 1 0 3 6 1
Non-Indians: 6 4 4 9 , 8
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A primary area o f  in q u iry  in  th is  exp lo ra to ry  survey centered 
around the question , "Do Indian students in  ABE have s im ila r  tas tes as 
do non-Indians concerning music pre ference, rad io  and te le v is io n  p re fe r­
ence, use o f alcohol and tobacco, fa v o r ite  sp o rts , food preferences, and 
persons from whom they would seek counsel?" The responses to  th is  
in q u iry  are shown in  Tables 22 through 28.
Music is  o ften  a symbol o f  c u ltu ra l background. Table 22 shows 
the m a jo r ity  o f  both groups p re fe r country western music, w ith  the 
g u ita r  as a fa v o r ite  instrum ent. There was a strong p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t 
country western music and the g u ita r  were more a mood o f the h is to r ic a l 
times than geographical o r c u ltu ra l in d ic a t io n . Noted were the absence 
o f Ind ian c u ltu re  instrum ents from the Indian student preferences. Only 
one student in  th a t group l is te d  drums as a fa v o r ite .  Only the non- 
Ind ian studen ts , however, mentioned instrum ents o f more m iddle-class 
s o c ie ty , such as the piano o r organ.
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Music
Table 22 
Preferences o f ABE Students
Ind ian Non-Indian
Type o f  music:
Country Western 6 15
Modern (popu lar) 3 7
Jazz 0 0
Rock 0 7
Other 2 2
Type o f instrum ent:
G u ita r 7 14
Drums 1 7
Sax 2 0
Piano 0 1
Organ 0 1
Harmonica 0 1
F idd le 0 1
Banjo 0 2
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Radio lis te n in g  and te le v is io n  viewing are in d ic a tiv e  o f both 
c u ltu ra l in flue nce  and personal in te re s t and values. Both groups were 
s im ila r  regarding the mean hours spent l is te n in g  to  the rad io  and 
watching te le v is io n . Both groups pre fe rred  the melodramatic-western- 
mystery type o f  te le v is io n  program. The variety-hum or-m usical type 
were second in  cho ice. The choice o f program types was c h a ra c te r is tic  
o f  the personal in te re s ts  and educational le ve l o f  ABE students. Gen­
e r a l ly ,  te le v is io n  is  a welcomed media o f communication fo r  adu lts  w ith  
inadequate reading s k i l l s .
Table 23
Hours Spent Radio L is te n ing  and T e le v is ion  Viewing and Favorite  
T e lev is ion  Program Types o f ABE Students
Mean Hours Per Day: Indian Non-Indian
T e lev is ion  Viewing 4.16 3.07
Radio L is te n ing 3.00 3.07
Program fa v o r ite  types:
News 1 4
Melodrama-western-mystery 17 39
Sports 0 3
Movie reruns 1 8
Variety-hum or-m usic 6 25
No fa v o r ite s 3 9
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Table 24 shows th a t the re  was l i t t l e  d iffe re n c e  between Indian and 
non-Indian students regarding the use o f a lcohol and tobacco. The use 
o f beer was considered more associated w ith  the lower economic income 
people ra th e r than a lc o h o lic  beverages such as scotch and bourbon, which 
were associated w ith  middle and upper c lasses. The h ighest percentage 
o f non-Indian s tuden ts , 39 pe rcen t,p re fe rred  to  d rin k  beer, s treng th ­
ening the general observation th a t ABE students e x h ib it  c u ltu ra l charac­
te r is t ic s  o f lower economic income people. Eighteen percent o f  the 
Ind ian group and 35 percent o f  the non-Indian group d id  not d rin k  
a lc o h o lic  beverages.
Table 24
Use o f Alcohol and Tobacco Among ABE Students
Alcohol : Ind ian Non-Indian
Non-drinkers 2 11
F avo rite  d r in k : Beer 2 12
Wine 2 1
Bourbon 1 1
Scotch 0 0
Not l is te d 2 3
No Response 2 4
Tobacco:
C iga re ttes 9 17
Cigars 3 3
Pipe 3 3
Chew tobacco 3 1
Snuff 3 0
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Table 25 shows th a t the la rg e s t percentage o f Indian students chose 
group sports as fa v o r ite s . T he ir choice could have re fle c te d  the Indian 
c u ltu ra l values o f cooperation and corporate l i f e  s ty le  or the accep­
tance o f  the p u b lic  school and te le v is io n  emphasis on th a t type o f 
sp o rtin g  a c t iv i t y .  P a rt ic u la r  sports l is te d  by non-Indian students, in  
a d d itio n  to  those l is te d  in  Table 25, were ra c in g , s tock-car rac ing , 
and f ly in g .
Table 25 
F avo rite  Sports o f  ABE Students
Ind ian Non-Indian
Group/team spo rts :
(F o o tb a ll,  baseba ll, v o l le y b a ll,  
ba ske tb a ll) 8 14
In d iv id u a l spo rts :
(Hunting, f is h in g ,  horseback r id in g ,  
swimming, poo l, bow ling, ca rs , boxing, 
te n n is ) 5 12
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The responses presented in  Table 26 ind ica ted  th a t non-Indian 
students were more l i k e ly  to  use a school counselor than the Indian 
s tudents. The Indian students would choose a fr ie n d  o r re la t iv e .  Only 
18 percent o f  the Ind ian students in d ica ted  a preference fo r  a parent as 
counselor, whereas 52 percent o f  the non-Indian students l is te d  th a t 
preference. These fin d in g s  were s ig n if ic a n t  fo r  curricu lum  s tra te g ie s , 
since a la rge  segment o f ABE teaching invo lves student counseling.
Table 26
Preference o f  Counsel fo r  Personal Problems o f ABE Students
Indian Non-Indian
Father 1 8
Mother 1 8
Brother 0 1
S is te r 0 0
Friend 3 7
R e la tive 3 1
Counselor 1 6
R e lig ious leader 2 5
Other 2 5
No Response 0 3
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There were no s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce s  in  food preferences and 
p ra c tice s  (see Table 27). There may have been a d iffe re n ce  between the 
meat p re fe rred  by the student and th a t which was commonly eaten. A 
fo llo w -u p  study could help c la r i f y  th a t aspect o f the economic p ic tu re  
o f ABE students. Twenty-six percent o f the non-Indian group did l i s t  
w ild  meat as p re fe rred . A choice o f w ild  meat could have been associ­
ated w ith  hunting as a food economy measure o r as a preference fo r  
game meat as a d e lica cy .
The emphasis on the preference o f homemade bread and dessert could 
have been in fluenced by the lower income sta tus or merely ta s te .
Salad was considered to  be eaten w ith  the meal by poorer people as 
a vegetable, i f  a t  a l l .  M idd le-c lass c u ltu re  in fluenced eating salad 
before the meal. However, reg iona l v a r ia t io n  in  customs must a lso be 
explored i f  ana lys is  o f th is  fa c to r  is  to  be pursued fu r th e r .
The fo u r most popular vegetables, i . e .  corn , peas, beans, c a rro ts , 
were in te rp re te d  to  be the cheapest a va ila b le  e ith e r  from a store  or a 
p r iv a te  garden.
In  genera l, food preferences gave a d d itio n a l support to  the o ther 
f in d in g s  re la te d  to  the lower economic s ta tus o f the ABE student.
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Table 27
F avo rite  Foods and Eating P ractices o f ABE Students
Indian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Meat p re fe rred :
Pork 3 27.27 3 09.68
Beef 3 27.27 16 51.61
Fish 3 27.27 2 06.45
Wild meat 1 09.09 8 25.81
Other 1 09.09 1 03.23
No Response _0 00.00 _L 03.23
11 99.99 31 100.01
Bread :
Homemade 7 63.63 19 61.29
Commercial 1 09.09 2 06.45
No Response 3 27.27 18 32.26
Dessert:
11 99.99 31 100.00
Homemade 9 81.81 26 83.87
Packaged o r Ready
Made 1 09.09 3 09.68
No Response 09.09 _2 06.45
11 99.99 31 100.00
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Indian Percent Non-Indian Percent
Sal ad :
Normally eaten 9 81.81 22 70.97
Not eaten 2 18.18 9 29.03
11 99.99 31 100.00
Eaten before meal 0 00.00 7 22.58
Eaten w ith  meal 8 72.72 15 48.39
No Response _3 27.27 _9 29.03
11 99.99 31 100.00
Vegetables p re fe rred :
Corn 6 17
Peas 2 19
Beans 2 8
Carrots 3 8
Beets 4 1
Spinach 1 1
Onions 1 0
Asparagus 0 2
Caul if lo w e r 0 1
Mustard 0 1
A ll 3 3
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Learning Progress Results
The re s u lts  o f the F o l le t t  ABE Student Survey p re -te s t and post­
te s t  were analyzed w ith  the non-parametric Mann-Whitney U Test (see 
Appendix G, page 100). The d iffe re n c e  in  learn ing  progress between the 
Ind ian and non-Indian students was not s t a t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t a t the 
.05 leve l o f s ig n ific a n c e . The n u ll hypothesis, th a t d if fe re n t  c u ltu ra l 
background fa c to rs  were not s u f f ic ie n t ly  in f lu e n t ia l upon learn ing  to  
produce s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe ren ces  in  lea rn ing  progress between Indian 
and non-Indian students in  ABE, was accepted.
Table 28 shows the mean scores fo r  each pa rt o f the F o lle t t  ABE 
Student Survey. The Data in  Appendices A, B, and C (pages 87, 90, 91 
re sp e c tive ly ) are the f u l l  l i s t  o f  scores from the ABE Student Survey 
Test.
Table 28
Mean Scores From F o lle t t  ABE Student Survey 
Measuring Learning Progress in  Grade Level Gains
Part I Part I I Part I I I Part IV
Reading
Comprehension
Word
Recognition
A rithm e tic
Computation
A rithm e tic  
Problems
Average
Total
Gain
Indian (N=7) + .69 + .35 +1.07 +1.10 + .80
Non-Indian
(N=20) + .31 + .36 + .77 + .77 + . 51
Tota l (N=27)
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Table 29 shows the re la t io n s h ip  o f various age groups to  the grade 
le ve l increases from the ABE Student Survey. The d iffe re n ce  o f a few 
months in  mean grade increase between the three age groups was not 
s ig n if ic a n t  enough to  in flue nce  the Indian and non-Indian group com­
parisons. However, over h a lf  o f the Indian students in  th is  phase o f 
the study were in  the 20-24 age group. That f in d in g  was cons is ten t 
w ith  the o v e ra ll high performance o f the Indian students shown in  
Table 28.
Table 29
A ssocia tion  o f  Age to  Grade Increase
Aqe
Number o f 
Students Percent o f N = 27
Mean Grade Increase 
Per Aqe Grouo
Under 20 6 22.22 + .4
20 -  24 10 37.03 + .8
25 + 11 40.47 + .6
N = 27 99.99
Student response to  the te s tin g  procedures was good, in  s p ite  o f a 
general fe a r o f  te s ts  and anxie ty-p roducing s truc tu red  s itu a t io n s . The 
re s u lts  o f each s tu d en t's  te s ts  were made known to  him as p a rt o f  the 
c lass procedure. Many o f the students took an in te re s t in  the re s u lts  
o f  th e ir  te s ts  to  the p o in t o f rece iv ing  le a rn ing  m o tiva tion . Others 
viewed the te s t procedures as a judgment upon th e ir  personal sense o f 
worth and had d i f f i c u l t y  a d ju s tin g  to  the re s u lts .  Several students 
w ith  negative te s t  re s u lts  saw the experience as another fa i lu re  and 
could no t continue classroom work u n it l  encouraged by the teacher.
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P ro f ile s  o f  P a rt ic u la r  Students
The fo llo w in g  p ro f i le s  o f p a r t ic u la r  students, those three students 
in  each group scoring a t the extremes on the lea rn ing  progress te s ts ,  
summarized the fin d in g s  re la te d  to  the c o rre la tio n  between c u ltu ra l back­
grounds and lea rn ing  progress.
Low Scoring Ind ian Students
The Ind ian students w ith  the lowest learn ing  progress score i l l u s ­
tra te d  more concre te ly  than the o the r Ind ian students th a t c u ltu ra l and 
environmental background fa c to rs  could be in f lu e n t ia l in  the learn ing 
process. This female student appeared to  be one rep resen ta tive  o f the 
Indian group most in fluenced by native-American c u ltu re . The trend her 
background suggested was th a t she was re je c tin g  the non-Indian education 
and so c ia l s tru c tu re s  and "going Ind ian" to  a grea te r exten t than her 
Indian classmates. An Indian c u ltu ra l in flue nce  was suggested by the 
fo llo w in g  fa c to rs  in  her background: both parents were Crow Ind ians,
her mother worked in  p o l i t ic s ,  her fa th e r was a la b o re r, she pre ferred 
and attended the Native-American Church, p a rtic ip a te d  in  ceremonial 
games and dances (in c lu d in g  the War Dance), liv e d  on the reserva tion  
most o f  her l i f e ,  desired to  speak the Crow language, pre ferred the 
g u ita r  and drums as instrum ents, and p re ferred  the advice o f a re la t iv e  
more than o ther l is te d .
In co n s is te n t responses on her questionnaire , th a t d id  not seem to 
f i t  the Ind ian c u ltu re  in fluence  p a tte rn , were her choice o f science as 
a fa v o r ite  s u b je c t, English as the p re fe rred  language, and cafe work as 
the choice o f occupations.
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She d id  not l i s t  why she was en ro lled  in  the ABE program, although 
she d id  plan to  f in is h  high school and h o p e fu lly  attend co llege . Her 
le a rn in g  progress re s u lt  was one month less than the lowest re s u lt  o f 
the to ta l group (N = 27). A d d itio n a l responses th a t coincided more w ith  
the non-Indian group were the reading preference o f comics, a low maxi­
mum weekly income and high numbers o f hours viewing te le v is io n .
In  genera l, the o ther two low -scoring  Indian students had fewer 
Native-American c h a ra c te r is t ic s  than the student w ith  the lowest re s u lt .  
They d id  have both parents o f Ind ian h e rita g e , w ith  some Crow and other 
Ind ian languages spoken in  the home. They had a wide range in  age,
s im ila r  goals in  the ABE program, owned veh ic les made in  the 1960's,
and th e ir  fa the rs  had u n s k ille d  and se m i-sk ille d  enployment. The average 
number o f persons in  a fa m ily  were f iv e ,  l iv in g  in  f iv e  rooms.
High Scoring Ind ian Students
The Ind ian student w ith  the h ighest progress ra te  d id  not seem to  
f i t  any p a r t ic u la r  p a tte rn , although he d id  have c h a ra c te r is tic s  s im ila r  
to  o the r ABE students. He was 22 years o ld , m arried, liv e d  o f f  the
re se rva tio n , h is  mother was o f  Cherokee h e rita g e , and he d id  not p a r t i ­
c ip a te  in  ceremonial games o r dances. He owned the newest veh ic le  in  the 
Ind ian group, a 1964 pickup tru c k , had been employed as a welder, h is 
fa th e r was a s e m i-s k ille d  worker, pre ferred  the Republican pa rty  and, 
although he l e f t  school when in  the e igh th  grade, he had never fa ile d  
a grade. He came from a fa m ily  o f seven l iv in g  in  three rooms, l e f t  
home fo r  the Job Corps a t age 18, planned to  f in is h  high school by 
g e tt in g  a GED, and was now under a federa l re h a b il i ta t io n  program. He
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
70
stated th a t he would go to  a re lig io u s  leader fo r  problem counseling, 
even though h is r e l ig io n ,  which he attended weekly, was u n lis te d .
The o ther high scoring Indian students had s im ila r  c h a ra c te ris tic s  
w ith  the fo llo w in g  p e rtin e n t exceptions. They liv e d  on reservations most 
o f  th e ir  l iv e s ,  were born in  Montana, had parents from several t r ib e s ,  
w ith  one fa th e r being a t r ib a l  leader. A ll owned cars o f e a rly  1960 
v in tage and most were seeking a GED under a s ta te  w e lfare  o r federa l 
program. The mean age o f the high Indian students was 23 years. The 
high scoring students in  th is  group were o ld e r than those in  the non- 
Indian group. The h ighest grade progress gain o f the to ta l te s t group 
(N = 2 7 )  was th a t o f  an Ind ian student.
Low Scoring Non-Indian Students
Not enough d is tin g u is h in g  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  were a va ila b le  from th is  
group to  present a pa tte rn  d is tin g u ish a b le  from ABE students in  general. 
Apart from the Indian h e rita g e , many o f the c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  th is  
group were s im ila r  to  the  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the high scoring Indian 
students.
The lowest scoring non-Indian student was male, age 20, born in  
Washington s ta te , s in g le , read comics, and revealed l i t t l e  o f  h is 
r e l ig io n ,  fa m ily  background, o r employment. He l e f t  school a t  grade 8, 
had repeated c lasses, d id  des ire  to  f in is h  h ig ji school, was under federa l 
fund ing , lis te n e d  to  the rad io  e ig h t hours per day, owned a 1958 ca r, and 
would go to  h is  mother fo r  problem counseling. The lowest non-Indian 
le a rn in g  progress score was the lowest o f  the to ta l te s t  group (N = 27).
The o the r low scoring non-Indian students were also seeking a 
GED, under federa l fund ing , would counsel w ith  a pa ren t, l e f t  school
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about the n in th  grade, but d id  not repeat c lasses. The parents were 
employed as salesmen and la b o re rs . The students averaged 22 years o f 
age and viewed about one hour less te le v is io n  than the Indian group d id . 
The fa m ilie s  averaged f iv e  persons in  an average o f s ix  rooms.
High Scoring Non-Indian Students
Again, there were not s u f f ic ie n t  d is c rim in a tin g  c h a ra c te ris tic s  
a v a ila b le  from th is  group to  present a pa tte rn  d is ting u ish a b le  from 
ABE students in  genera l, and low scoring non-Indian students in  
p a r t ic u la r .
The h ighest scoring student was male, age 20, from Washington 
s ta te , s in g le , from a fa m ily  o f f iv e  persons l iv in g  in  seven rooms.
He l e f t  home a t age 19, l e f t  school from the e ighth grade, repeated 
grades, p re fe rred  reading magazines, and would remain in  the ABE pro­
gram u n t i l  able to  get a GED or jo b . One p e rtin e n t fa c to r  o f  th is  
student was h is fa th e r 's  employment as woods boss, a s k il le d  p o s itio n .
The other high non-Indian students were also seeking a GED fo r  
b e tte r  employment, were o f s im ila r  ages, s in g le  o r d ivorced, d id  not 
own ca rs , were under the w e lfa re  program, l e f t  home a t a s im ila r  age, 
and had fa th e rs  in  s k i l le d  employment. The average number o f  persons 
in  a fa m ily  were seven, l iv in g  in  an average o f seven rooms. The mean 
age o f th is  group was 22 years.
Curriculum Overview
The primary approach to  cu rricu lum  in  the Missoula ABE class 
focused on the concept o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f the method to  meet student 
needs. When the student entered the c la ss , he was pre -tes ted  and an
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in d iv id u a l curricu lum  was jo in t l y  prescribed by the teacher and student. 
Every e f f o r t  and s tra te g y  was geared to  the development o f  the in d iv id u a l's  
se lf-c o n c e p t, the most recognized need o f a l l  ABE students.
The basic s tra teg y  in  the c lass surveyed was to  have the students 
experience p ra c tic a l lea rn ing  s itu a tio n s  and environments. A minimum 
o f theory was taught in  a minimum o f formal classroom s tru c tu re . The 
emphasis was on student re s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  lea rn ing  and development o f 
those coping s k i l ls  th a t would enable him to  increase op po rtun ities  fo r  
a more p ro duc tive , independent, responsib le  l i f e .
Personal counseling was an im portant element o f  the ABE curricu lum  
in  M issoula. Both pro fess iona l and s tu d e n t- in te rn  counselors have been 
a va ila b le  to  the s tudents. A lso , the students have been exposed to 
in d ire c t  group guidance in  the form o f classroom discussions on top ics  
in c lu d in g  personal hygiene, b ir th  c o n tro l,  drug and venereal disease 
education, vocational guidance, and o ther areas o f concern to  a d u lt 
s tudents.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
One purpose o f th is  study was to  explore the c u ltu ra l and environ­
mental background fa c to rs  o f one ABE population and id e n t ify  co rre la tio n s  
between the background fa c to rs  and the learn ing  progress o f the adu lt 
students. Another o b je c tiv e  was to  determine possib le  re la tio n sh ip s  
between the fin d in g s  and ABE c lass cu rricu lum .
The instrum ents used to  accomplish these ob jec tives  were a c u ltu ra l 
survey ques tionna ire , constructed fo r  th is  s tudy, and the F o l le t t  ABE 
Student Survey, measuring lea rn ing  progress o f a d u lt students.
The responses to  the questionna ire  were analyzed on the basis o f 
a comparison o f Ind ian and non-Indian students in  seven categories o f 
c u ltu ra l and environmental c h a ra c te r is t ic s : Id e n t if ic a t io n ,  Reservation,
S o c ia l-P o li t ic a l ,  Education, Fam ily, Economic-Employment, and Personal 
Preference and P rac tice . The re s u lts  o f  the F o l le t t  ABE Student Survey 
were analyzed according to  the Mann-Whitney U Test fo r  non-parametric 
s ta t is t ic s .
In genera l, the study d isclosed few marked d iffe ren ces  between the
Ind ian and non-Indian ABE student. The fin d in g s  revealed very l i t t l e
d iffe re n c e  between the Indian and non-Indian groups in  the categories
o f general id e n t i f ic a t io n  and s o c ia l- p o l i t ic a l c h a ra c te r is tic s . The
observable d iffe re n ce s  in  the category o f the educational c h a ra c te r is tic s
were as fo llo w s : the Ind ian students repeated less grades in  school,
had more des ire  to  a ttend co lle g e , p re fe rred  reading books ra th e r than
o th e r a v a ila b le  l i t e r a tu r e ,  and were more acquainted w ith  the use o f
73
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languages o ther than English than were the non-Indian students. The 
non-Indian students pre ferred reading magazines. The fa m ily  characte r­
is t ic s  were also very s im ila r  w ith  the fo llo w in g  exceptions: there were
more non-Indians s t i l l  l iv in g  a t home, l iv in g  in  la rg e r houses, although 
averaging sm alle r fa m ilie s . The on ly  d is t in c t io n  o f consequence in  the 
category o f  economic-employment c h a ra c te r is tic s  was th a t the Indian 
students had g rea te r preference fo r  outdoor work. F in a lly ,  in  the 
category o f  personal preferences and p ra c tice s , the main d iffe rences 
were expressed in  the form o f the Indian students making less frequent 
v is i t s  to  the d e n t is t ,  having a higher percentage o f non-drinkers o f 
a lc o h o l, and having less preference fo r  tak ing  a personal problem to  a 
pro fess iona l counselor o r parent.
Conclusions
The study resu lted  in  several inferences and conclusions. The 
working assumption o f th is  study was th a t Indian students in  the 
M issoula ABE class would re q u ire  specia l curricu lum  procedures due to 
environmental disadvantages, c u ltu ra l d iffe re n c e s , and education d e f i­
c ie n c ie s . This assumption was stated in  the form o f  a n u ll hypothesis 
th a t c u ltu ra l and environmental background fa c to rs  s u f f ic ie n t ly  in f lu ­
enced le a rn ing  to  produce s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce s  in  lea rn ing  progress 
between Indian and non-Indian students in  ABE. The fin d in g s  ind ica ted
th a t the s ta t is t ic a l  d iffe re n ce  in  the lea rn ing  progress was not
s ig n if ic a n t  between these two groups. Consequently, the n u ll hypothesis 
was accepted.
The acceptance o f th is  conclusion led to  the assumption th a t other
fa c to rs  were more in f lu e n t ia l than the c u ltu ra l and environmental
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fa c to rs  tes ted . The evidence pointed to  the im p lic a tio n  th a t the Indian 
students surveyed were accu ltu ra ted  to  the extent o f  being com petitive 
in  the non-Indian school s tru c tu re s  thus achieving s l ig h t ly  higher 
le a rn in g  progress re s u lts .  The la rge  number o f  s im ila r  responses by 
both Ind ian and non-Indian students in  each o f the c u ltu ra l and environ­
mental categories (except the category o f rese rva tion  c h a ra c te r is tic s )  
supported th is  im p lic a tio n . S im ila r responses on the questionnaire by 
both groups im plied the acceptance o f dominant non-Indian c u ltu ra l values 
and goals by the Ind ian students. In a d d itio n , most o f the d iffe re n ce s , 
h ig h lig h te d  in  the category o f education, re in fo rced  the a ccu ltu ra tio n  
concept.
Another aspect o f th is  trend suggested by the fin d in g s  was th a t 
persons from p a r t ic u la r  Ind ian tr ib e s  do b e tte r in  the education s ty le  
represented by the ABE c lass in  M issoula.
The c u ltu ra l and environmental background survey supported the 
conclusion th a t ABE students have the soc ia l and educational handicaps 
o f low socio-economic backgrounds, y e t they ge ne ra lly  recognized the 
need fo r  more basic coping s k i l ls  to  surv ive in  our technolog ica l 
s o c ie ty . This e xp lo ra to ry  study was re levan t to  the ABE curricu lum  in  
several areas.
Since the basic cu rricu lum  was in d iv id u a lly  planned, student 
in te re s ts  found in  the survey, such as sp o rts , ca rs , games, reading 
m a te r ia ls , fa v o r ite  su b je c ts , types o f fa v o r ite  te le v is io n  programs, 
and music pre ferences, could f a c i l i t a t e  the use o f teaching media 
geared to  u t i l i z e  those in te re s ts  and desires toward educational 
o b je c tive s  planned by students and teacher. M o tiva tion  to  learn
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through in te re s te d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  and student in te ra c tio n  would be a 
necessity  in  ABE.
Discovery o f d i f fe re n t  Ind ian tr ib e s  represented in  the class could 
encourage study by the teacher and students o f various t r ib a l  d iffe re n ce s , 
unique o ffe r in g s , and wisdom. The sue o f t r ib a l  dances, games, a rts  and 
c ra f ts  could encourage Ind ian p a r t ic ip a t io n  through the apprec ia tion  o f 
Ind ian c u ltu re .
D iscovering in  th is  study th a t most students put heavy emphasis on 
e n ro llin g  to  f in is h  high school by g e ttin g  a GED or to  acquire the basic 
education necessary fo r  jo b  s k i l l  t ra in in g  could encourage increased 
exposure to  vocationa l counseling and o p p o rtu n itie s . The curricu lum  
could inc lude  s tra te g ie s  to  make the students more aware o f the agencies 
(fed e ra l and s ta te  and lo c a l)  th a t e x is t  fo r  them. Such a program could 
a lso inc lude f ie ld  t r ip s  to  in d u s tr ie s  w ith  p o te n tia l jo b  openings, 
experiences o f jo b  a p p lic a tio n  and in te rv ie w s , having business men v is i t  
the c la s s , more exposure to  Missoula Technical Center courses (such as 
business mathematics, ty p in g , communications), and various types o f 
consumer education.
D iscovering , a ls o , th a t many students are not p o l i t i c a l ly  minded, 
the cu rricu lum  could be re la te d  to  lo ca l p o l i t ic s  and p o l i t ic a l issues 
th a t d i r e c t ly  a f fe c t  the ABE student. The program could be opened to  
lo ca te  p o l i t ic a l  f ig u re s  w i l l in g  to  discuss such areas as ren t c o n tro l,  
concepts o f a u th o r ity ,  low-income group a c t iv i t y ,  and p o l i t ic a l  power 
fo r  the powerless. Ind ian students could be exposed to  reserva tion  
leaders w i l l in g  to  speak to  the p o l i t ic a l  needs o f the Ind ian.
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Discovering no s t a t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  in  the learn ing  
progress re s u lts  between Ind ian and non-Indian students could encourage 
continued emphasis upon the in d iv id u a liz e d  in s tru c t io n  and learn ing  
program planning. The f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  th a t kind o f a curricu lum  to  meet 
personal needs increases the p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t Indians w i l l  not be 
stereotyped o r a r b i t r a r i ly  grouped but w i l l  be trea ted  personally and 
s e n s it iv e ly .
A f in a l  conclusion was made th a t changes and m od ifica tions  in  the 
questionna ire  were in  order since a l l  the in fo rm ation  desired was not 
obtained w ith  the instrum ent in  i t s  o r ig in a l form. The wording and 
design o f fo u r questions (numbers 13, 14, 15, and 41) were found to  be 
inapp rop ria te  fo r  ABE students. However, the observation was made th a t 
many o f the students in  both the Ind ian and non-Indian groups d id  not 
fo llo w  d ire c tio n s  on several questions, o ther than those lis te d  above. 
This observation ind ica ted  th a t instrum ents used w ith  ABE students must 
be s p e c if ic a l ly  designed to  account fo r  the educational lim ita t io n s  and 
unique c u ltu ra l perspectives o f the ABE popu la tion .
Recommendations For Further Study
The fo llo w in g  recommendations fo r  fu tu re  research are suggested by 
th is  e xp lo ra to ry  study:
1. A lo n g itu d in a l study o f lea rn ing  progress in  ABE based on 
monthly te s t in g ,  in c lu d in g  a t le a s t two types o f a d u lt-o rie n te d  te s ts . 
Emphasis should be placed on a d u lt student se lf-im age.
2. Research stud ies should be made in  the general areas o f  ABE 
student a t t itu d e s  toward education and a d u lt student se lf-im age as 
re la te d  to  economic s ta tus  and s e c u r ity ,  employment, and fam ily  s tru c tu re .
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3. Research should be conducted on the Indian students who were 
dropouts from ABE versus those th a t remain to  complete the program. I t  
should be d irec ted  towards asce rta in in g  the d iffe rences  between the two 
groups and s tra te g ie s  to  reduce the dropout ra te . The lack o f concrete 
evidence p e rta in in g  to  the Ind ian student and ABE led to  th is  recom­
mendation.
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APPENDIX A
F o l le t t  A du lt Basic Education Student Survey
Scoring Chart
READING COMPREHENSION
Grade Cumulative T
Score Equivalent Percent Score
21 1.8 36 46
( A T  score is a mathematically constructed standardized 22 1.9 36 46
normal score, based on a mean of 50 and a standard devia­ 23 1.9 37 47
tion of 10, that tells at a glanee whether it is a comparatively 24 1.9 38 47
large or small value for that distribution. For example, a T 25 2.0 39 47
score of 46 is .4 standard deviation below the mean; a T 26 2.0 39 47
score of 62 is 1.2 standard deviations above the mean.) 27 2.1 40 4728 2.1 42 48
29 2.2 43 48
READING COMPREHENSION 30 2.2 44 48
31 2.3 46 49
Grade Cumulative T 32 2.3 47 49
Score Equivalent Percent Score 33 2.4 48 49
34 2.4 49 50
35 2.5 50 500 — 14
1 1.1 15 39 36 2.5 51 50
2 1.2 16 40 37 2.6 51 50
3 1.2 18 40 38 2.6 52 50
4 1.3 20 41 39 2.7 53 51
5 1.3 22 42 40 2.7 54 51
6 1.3 23 42 41 2.8 55 51
7 1.4 24 43 42 2.8 56 51
8 1.4 25 43 43 2.9 57 52
9 1.4 26 43 44 2.9 68 52
10 1.6 27 44 45 3.0 69 52
11 1.5 27 44 46 3.1 59 52
12 1.5 28 44 47 3.2 60 53
13 1.6 29 44 48 3.3 61 53
14 1.6 30 45 49 3.4 63 53
15 1.6 31 45 50 3.5 64 53
16 1.7 32 45 51 3.6 65 54
17 1.7 33 45 52 3.7 66 54
18 1.7 34 46 53 3.8 67 54
19 1.8 36 46 54 3.9 69 55
20 1.8 36 46 65 4.0 71 65
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READING COMPREHENSION WORD RECOGNITION
Score
Grade
Equivalent
Cumulative
Percent
T
Score Score
Grade
Equivalent
Cumulative
Percent
T
Score
56 4.2 73 56 26 4.8 71 65
57 4.4 76 66 27 4.9 73 56
58 4.6 76 67 28 5.0 74 66
69 4.8 77 57 29 5.2 76 57
60 6.0 80 58 30 5.4 78 57
61 5.2 82 59 31 6.6 83 59
62 5.5 84 60 32 5.8 84 60
63 5.8 87 61 33 5.9 85 60
64 6.0 90 62 34 6.0 90 62
65 6.5 95 64 35 6.5 94 64
66 7.1 97 68 36 7.0 97 67
67 7.5 98 70 37 7.5 98 70
68 7.9 100 73 38 7.9 100 73
WORD RECOGNITION ARITHMETIC COMPUTATION
Grade Cumulative T Grade Cumulative T
Score Equivalent Percent Score Score Equivalent Percent Score
0 21 0 _ __ 5 —
1 1.0 24 42 1 1.0 6 34
2 1.3 26 43 2 1.2 7 35
3 1.5 30 44 3 1.4 8 36
4 1.7 34 45 4 1.5 10 37
5 1.8 37 46 5 1.6 11 37
6 1.9 39 47 6 1.7 12 38
7 2.0 40 47 7 1.8 14 39
8 2.5 42 48 8 1.9 16 39
9 3.1 43 48 9 2.1 17 40
10 3.2 44 48 10 2.2 20 41
11 3.3 47 49 11 2.4 21 42
12 3.4 49 49 12 2.5 22 42
13 3.5 50 60 13 2.5 23 42
14 3.6 51 50 14 2.6 24 43
15 3.7 54 51 15 2.7 26 43
16 3.8 55 61 16 2.8 29 44
17 3.9 56 51 17 2.9 30 45
18 4.0 58 52 18 3.0 31 45
19 4.1 69 52 19 3.1 32 45
20 4.2 61 53 20 3.2 33 45
21 4.3 62 53 21 3.2 34 46
22 4.4 64 63 22 3.3 35 46
23 4.5 66 54 23 3.4 36 46
24 4.6 66 64 24 3.5 37 47
25 4.7 69 65 25 3.6 38 47
10
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HMETIC COMPUTATION ARITHMETIC PROBLEMS
Grade Cumulative T Grade Cumulative T
Equivalent Percent Score Score Equivalent Percent Score
0 — 27 —
3.6 40 47 1 1.0 30 45
3.6 42 48 2 1.5 31 45
3.6 45 48 3 1.7 33 45
3.7 47 49 4 1.7 34 46
3.8 48 49 5 2.0 35 46
3.8 52 50 6 2.1 37 47
3.8 54 61 7 2.2 38 47
3.9 55 51 8 2.5 40 47
3.9 68 52 9 2.6 42 48
3.9 59 52 10 2.7 43 48
4.0 60 53 11 2.9 44 48
4.0 62 53 12 3.0 45 48
4.1 64 53 13 3.2 46 49
4.1 66 54 14 3.3 48 49
4.2 68 54 15 3.4 49 49
4.2 70 55 16 3.5 50 50
4.2 71 55 17 3.6 52 60
4.3 73 66 18 3.6 55 61
4.3 74 56 19 3.6 66 51
4.3 76 57 20 3.7 58 52
4.4 78 57 21 3.8 60 53
4.4 80 58 22 3.9 62 53
4.5 81 59 23 3.9 64 53
4.6 82 59 24 4.0 65 54
4.7 85 60 25 4.0 67 64
4.7 86 61 26 4.1 68 54
4.8 87 61 27 4.2 70 65
4.9 88 62 28 4.2 71 55
6.0 89 62 29 4.3 72 56
5.1 90 63 30 4.4 73 56
5.1 91 63 31 4.5 76 57
5.2 92 64 32 4.6 77 57
6.2 93 64 33 4.7 78 57 ■
5.3 94 65 34 4.8 82 69
5.3 95 66 35 4.9 84 60
5.4 96 67 36 5.0 85 60
5.6 97 68 37 5.1 87 61
5.8 97 69 38 5.2 89 62
5.9 97 69 39 5.3 90 63
6.0 98 70 40 5.4 91 63
6.0 98 71 41 5.6 92 64
6.2 98 71 42 5.8 93 64
6.4 98 71 43 5.9 95 66
6.7 99 72 44 6.0 96 67
7.0 99 74 45 6.4 97 68
7.3 99 74 46 6.7 97 69
7.5 99 74 47 7.0 97 69
7.5 99 74 48 7.3 98 70
7.9 99 74 49 7.6 99 72
7.9 100 76 60 7.9 100 76
11
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APPENDIX B
Pre-Test Scores o f  A d u lt Basic Education Students
Reading Word A rith m e tic  A rith m e tic
Student Comprehension R ecogn ition  Computation Problems 
Number: P art I P a rt I I  P art I I I  P art IV
(In d ia n )
4 5.0 5.8 5.2 4.9
8 5 .5  6 .0  5.6 4.9
9 5.8 7 .5  5.4 5.3
10 .0 .0 .0 .0
18 5.8 6.0 5.1 4.8
19 6 .5  7 .5  4.7 4 .9
33 7 .5  7 .0  5.1 7.0
(Non-
In d ia n )
1 5.8 7.0 6 .2  7.0
3 4 .8  5.9 4 .9  5.1
5 7 .9  7.5 7 .3  7.6
6 7.1 5.9 5.3 4 .8
11 7 .5  7.9 6.7 7.0
12 1 .4  .0 3.7 .0
13 4 .4  5,6 5 .3  5.0
14 5 .8  5.6 5.4 5.1
15 7 .5  7 .5  7 .5  7.0
20 6 .0  6 .0  6 .4  6.7
21 6 .5  ' 7 .9 5.4 5.2
23 2 .4  1 .5  1.5 .0
24 7 .5  7 .5  7 .3  6.7
26 7.9 7 .5  7.0 7.3
28 4 .4  6 .5  4 .4  4.9
29 7.1 6 .5  3.8 4 .3
31 6 .5  7 .5  7 .5  7.0
32 3.7 4 .3  4 .4  4.0
36 6.5 6 .0  7 .3  7.3
40 7 .5  7 .9  6 .4  6.7 .
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' APPENDIX C 
Post-Test Scores o f  A d u lt Basic Education Students
Reading Word A rith m e tic  A rith m e tic
S tudent Comprehension R ecognition Computation Problems 
Number: P art I  P art I I  P art I I I  P art IV
(In d ia n )
4 6 .5  7 .5  5.4 5.8
• 8 6 .5  6 .5  5.8 5.9
9 7 .5  6 .5  6.4 5.8
10 1 .6  .0 3.9 3.8
18 7.1 7 .5  7 .0  5.9
19 4 .4  6 .0  5.0 5.2
33 7.1 7 .9  7 .0  7.3
(Non-
In d ia n )
1 7 .3  7 .5  7 .9  7.9
3 5.8 6 .0  5.8 5.4
5 7 .5  7 .9  6.7 7.0
6 5 .8  7 .5  7 .0  7.3
11 7 .9  7 .5  7 .3  7.6
12 1 .4 .0 5.2 4.2
13 6 .5  5.6 6 .0  6.0
14 6.5 5.9 4.9 5.6
15 7.1 6 .5  7.9 7.0
20 7.1 7 .5  7.0 7.6
21 5 .8  5.6 5.8 4 .7
23 1.7 3.4 3.2 3.5
24 5 .8  7 .5  7.0 7.0
26 7 .5  7 .9  7 .5  7.6
28 7.1 7 .5  4 .6  4.9
29 7 .5  7.5 4 .3  4.4
31 7.5 7.9 6.7 7.3
32 2 .7  3 .8  4.7 3.8
36 7 .9  7 .9  7.5 7 .6
40 7 .9  7 .9  7 .5  7.6
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APPENDIX D
Gain-Loss R esults o f  P re -T es t/P os t-T es t Scores 
o f  A d u lt Basic Education Students
Hours Reading Word A r ith m e tic  A r ith m e tic  Average
Student in  Comprehension R ecognition Computation Problems Gain 
Number: ABE P art I P art I I  P art I I I  P a rt IV Loss
(In d ia n )
4 164 +1.5 +1.7 + .2 + .9 +1.1
8 704 +1 .0 + .5 + .2 +1.0 + .7
9 360 +1 .7 -1 .0 -1 .0 + .5 + .1
10 428 +1.6 .0 +3.9 +3.8 +2.3
18 384 +1 .3 +1.5 +2.0 + .9 +1.4
19 141 -1 .9 -1 .5 + . 3 + .3 - .7
33
(Non-
368 -  .4 + .9 +1.9 + .3 + .7
In d ia n )
1 284 +1 .5 + .5 +1.7 + .9 +1 .2
3 336 +1 .0 + .1 + .9 + .3 + .6
5 228 -  .4 + .4 -  .6 -  .6 " .3
6 316 -1 .3 +1.6 +2.3 +2.5 +1.6
n 40 + .4 - .4 + . 6 + .6 + . 3
12 448 .0 .0 +1 .5 +4.2 +1 .4
13 160 +2.1 .0 + .7 +1 .0 +1 .0
14 688 + .7 + .3 -  .5 + .5 + - 3
15 644 -  .4 -1 .0 + .4 .0 -  . 3
20 464 +1.1 +1 .5 +1 .4 + .9 +1.2
21 304 -  .7 -2 .3 + .4 - .5 - .8
23 832 - .7 +1.9 +1.7 +3.5 +1.6
24 104 -1 .7 .0 -  .3 + . 3 - .4
26 432 - .4 + .4 + .5 + .3 + .2
28 164 +2.7 +1.0 + .2 .0 +1.0
29 200 + .4 +1 .0 + .5 + .1 + .5
31 164 • +1.0 + .4 -  .8 + .3 + . 3
32 596 -1 .0 -  .5 + .3 -  .2 -  .4
36 144 +1.4 +1.9 + .2 + . 3 +1.0
40 440 + .4 .0 +1.1 + .9 + .6
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APPENDIX E 
Q uestionna ire  A na lys is  Categories 
(Numbers Refer to  Q uestionna ire  Items)
Id e n t i f ic a t io n  C h a ra c te r is t ic s
1 . Sex
2. Age
3. B ir th  place
4. M a rita l s ta tu s
5. Fa the r: n a t io n a l i ty
6. M other: n a t io n a l i ty
R eservation C h a ra c te r is t ic s
12. Ceremonial d a n c e s -p a rtic ip a tio n
13. L iv in g  o n /o f f  re se rva tio n  w h ile  age 0-5
14. L iv in g  o n /o f f  re se rva tio n  w h ile  age 6-10
15. L iv in g  o n /o f f  re s e rv a tio n  w h ile  age 10-20
62. Ceremonial g a m e s -p a rtic ip a tio n
S ocia l and P o l i t ic a l  C h a ra c te r is tic s
10. Church membership
11. Church attendance -  frequency
63. P re s id e n tia l ch o ice , 1968
64. P o l i t ic a l  p a rty
Educational C h a ra c te r is t ic s
24. Age entered school
25. Grade when l e f t  school
26. Grades repeated
27. F a v o rite  su b je c t
28. Reading m a te ria l
29. Education o f sexes
30. Desired te rm in a tio n
31. Eng lish  as f i r s t  language
32. English learned a t what age
33. Languages spoken
34. Languages p re fe r  to  speak
35. Languages o f parents
37. College choice
38. College where
39. Who pays fees
69. Why e n ro ll ABE
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Fam ily C h a ra c te r is t ic s
16. Age l e f t  home
17. D e s tin a tio n  when l e f t
18. Rooms in  home
19. Water in  home
20. Phone in  home
21. E le c t r ic i t y  in  home
22. Persons in  home
23. Type home c o n s tru c tio n
Economic and Employment C h a ra c te r is tic s
7. Your type employment
8. F a th e r's  type employment
9. M other's  type employment
40. Job fu tu re
41. Work pre ference
42. H ighest weekly income
43. H ighest weekly income -  spouse
44. H ighest weekly income -  toge the r
45. Car
46. Car make and year
47. Present employment
48. Desired work plans
55. TV ownership
Personal In te re s ts  and P rac tices
36. Personal problem -  counsel
49. D e n tis t
50. Doctor
51. Music preference
52.. Music ins trum en t pre ference
53. TV program preference
54. TV hours
56. Radio hours
57. Radio program preference
58. A lcohol p re fe rence : as d r in k e r
59. A lcohol p re fe rence : type
60. F a v o rite  beer
61. F a v o rite  sp o rt
62. F a v o rite  tobacco
66. F a v o rite  food
67. F a v o rite  dessert
68. F a v o rite  salad
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APPENDIX F 
QUESTIONNAIRE
D ire c t io n s : Please answer a l l  the  questions th a t  app ly  to  you. Put a
check mark where i t  is  c a lle d  f o r ;  w r ite  the word o r phrase 
necessary to  answer the o th e r questions. I f ,  f o r  any 
reason, a question  is  not c le a r  to  you, ask the in s tru c to r  
f o r  he lp .
1. Sex: Male Female
2. B ir th d a te : Day  Month  Year
3. B ir th p la c e : S ta te   County
4 . Are you S in g le   M arried  Divorced Remarried Widowed
(Check 2 answers i f  necessary)
5. Your fa th e r 's  n a t io n a l i ty  o r  t r ib e ?  _________________Do not know 
6. Your m other's  n a t io n a l i ty  o r t r ib e ?  _________________Do not know 
7. What is  your main type o f employment? _____________________________
8 . What is  your fa th e r 's  main type o f  employment?
9. What is  you r m other's  main type o f  employment?
10. Check your re l ig io u s  p re fe rence : Roman C a th o lic
P ro te s ta n t
N ative  American Church ____
Other ____
11. How o fte n  do you a ttend  re l ig io u s  serv ices? (Check c lo s e s t answer) 
Weekly____ Once per month Once per year Less than once a yea r_
12. I f  you are a t r ib a l  member, do you take p a rt in  ceremonial dances?
No  Yes  Which ones? ____________________________________
13. Where d id  you l i v e  most o f  the  tim e from your b i r th  to  age 5? (Check 
one answer) (a) On a re se rv a tio n   Not on a re se rva tio n  _____
(b) Did you l iv e  in  a ru ra l area? No ______  Yes _ I f  yes,
what type? (Check one answer) Logging _______ M in in g ________
Ranch  Farm _______ Other__________________
(c ) Did you l iv e  in  a town? No  Yes   I f  yes, what size?
(Check one answer) Under 500 ____  Under 1,000 Under 2,500___
Under 5,000  Under 10,000  Over 10,000 _____
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14. Where d id  you l i v e  most o f  the tim e from age 5 to  age 10 years?
(a) On a re se rv a tio n  Not on a re se rva tio n   (Check one answer.)
(b) Did you l iv e  in  a ru ra l, area? No Yes  I f  yes, what type?
(Check one answer) Logging M ining Ranch Farm 
Other____
(c ) Did you l iv e  in  a town? No_____ Yes  I f  yes, what size?
(Check one answer) Under 500 Under 1,000 Under 2.500
 Under 5,000_Under 10,000____________ Over 10,000_______
15. Where d id  you l i v e  most o f  the tim e from age 10 to  age 20 years?
(a) On a re s e rv a tio n  Not on a re se rva tio n   (Check one answer)
(b) Did you l iv e  in  a ru ra l area? No Yes  I f  yes, what type?
(Check one answer) Logging M ining Ranch Farm
Other_____
(c ) Did you l iv e  in  a town? No_____ Yes  I f  yes, what size?
(Check one answer) Under 500  Under 1 ,000_ Under 2,500
 Under 5,000_Under 10,000____________ Over 10,000______
16. A t what age d id  you leave your fa m ily  home? I l e f t  a t age
I d id  not leave
17. Where d id  you go when you l e f t  home? (Check one answer) C ity _____
Farm Ranch Boarding school Other_____
18. How many rooms were th e re  in  your fa m ily  home? (C irc le  the number be­
lo w .)  1 2 3 4 5 6 I f  more, g ive  number___________
19. Did you have running water in  your fa m ily  home? No  Yes ____
20. Did you have a te lephone in  your fa m ily  home? No  Yes _____
21. Did you have e le c t r i c i t y  in  your fa m ily  home? No  Yes _____
22. Who l iv e d  in  your fa m ily  home? (Check as many as necessary.) 
Mother  Cousins How many?_____
Father  Grandparents How many?_____
Sis te r  (s )___ How many?  Others Who were they?_______
B ro th e r(s )  How many?_____
23. What type c o n s tru c tio n  was your fa m ily  home? (Check one answer) 
Stone o r b r ic k ______  Wood_frame______  Log_______ Other______
24. A t what age d id  you e n te r grade school? __________________
25. What grade were you a tte n d in g  when you had to  leave school?
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26. Did you ever spend more than 1 year in  each grade? No Yes
27. What is  your fa v o r ite  sub jec t?  (Check one answer) Math 
Science S p e llin g  Poetry Reading Geography Other_
28. Which o f  the  fo llo w in g  do you read most? (Check one answer)
Books Magazines Comic books Newspapers None____
29. Education is  most im portan t fo r  -  (Check one answer)
A man  A woman  Both  N e ith e r____
30. Given a ch o ice , would you a tten d  school u n t i l  you -  (Check one answer)
Were f re e  to  q u it   F e lt  l i k e  q u it t in g   F in ished high school __
  Could ge t a jo b  ____
31. Was E ng lish  the f i r s t  language you learned to  speak? No Yes____
32. I f  you answered no to  question  31, a t  about what age d id  you le a rn  to  
speak English? (Check one answer)
Before school (age 1 -6 )_____
A t school (age 7 -9 )_____
A fte r  age 9_____
33. What languages do you now speak? (Please l i s t )
34. Which language do you p re fe r  to  speak?
35. Did your parents speak a language o th e r than English in  your home? 
No  Yes  Sometimes ____ . I f  yes, what language? _______
36. To whom would you go fo r  advice w ith  a personal problem? (Check more
than 1 answer i f  necessary) Father  Mother  B rother _____
S is te r   F riend   O ther r e la t iv e   Counselor______
R e lig io u s  leade r _____  Person no t l is te d ______
37. Do you want to  go to  co llege?  No  Yes
38. I f  ques tion  37 is  answered y e s , what co lle g e  would you attend?
39. Who is  paying your fees fo r  t h is  c lass? (Please check one answer)
I p a y  Parents  W elfare  Other fede ra l funds  Do not
know ____
40. Is  th e re  a jo b  w a it in g  fo r  you a f te r  you complete th is  c lass? No___
Yes  I f  yes , what is  i t ?  ________________________ __
I f  yes , where is  i t ?  __________________________
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41. What work do you l i k e  best? (Answer (a) OR (b) below)
(a) Indoor type : (Check one o f  these) C h ild  care Housework
ÔTîTcë work  S e llin g   Cafe work  Work w ith  hands (c a r­
p e n te r, plumber, e tc . )   Other ____
(b) Outdoor typ e : (Check one o f these) Heavy machinery ____  Ranching
 Farming  Logging  M ining  D riv in g  (c a r, tru c k )
  O ther ________
42. What was h igh es t weekly income you have ever earned? _________
43. What was the  h igh es t weekly income your spouse ever earned?
44. What was the  h ig h e s t to ta l weekly income you and your spouse earned 
a t  one time? ________________
45. Do you own a car? No  Yes ____
46. I f  you own a c a r , what is  the make? _______________What is  the  year? __
47. Are you working a t  the  present time? No  Yes
48. Concerning plans you may have fo r  fu tu re  work: No_plans___See a,b,c_
(a) What k ind o f  work? ______________________
(b) Place o f  your work? _____________________
(c ) When w i l l  you begin? ____________________
50. When d id  you la s t  v i s i t  the  doctor? (Check one answer)
W ith in  the past 3 months ____________
W ith in  the past 6 months ____________
W ith in  the past year ________________
W ith in  the past 2 years ____________
None o f  the  above
51. What music do you l i k e  best? (Check one answer)
Country Western  Modern (popu la r)  R ock Jazz
C la s s ic a l  O ther ____
52. What is  your fa v o r i te  musical instrum ent? _______________
53. L is t  you r fa v o r ite  T .V . programs. 1.
2 .
3.
4.
5.
54. About how many hours per day do you watch T. V.? (C irc le  the number) 
0 1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  More than 8 ______
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55. Is your T.V. (Check more than 1 i f  necessary) P ortab le  B lack- 
White  C o lor  No T .V . ____
56. About how many hours per day do you l is te n  to  the rad io? (C irc le  the 
number) 0 1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  More than 8 _________
57. Name your fa v o r ite  ra d io  program. No fa v o r ite  Program name_______
58. Check i f  you do not d r in k  a lc o h o lic  beverages. ( I f  check here
om it questions 59 & 60)
59. What is  your fa v o r i te  a lc o h o lic  d rin k?  (Check one answer) Beer _  
Wine  Scotch  Bourbon  Not l is te d  (g ive  name)_________
60. What is  your fa v o r ite  brand o f  beer?
61. What s p o rt do you l ik e  best? ______
62. I f  you are In d ia n , are you a c t iv e  in  ceremonical games? No Yes___
63. Who was your fa v o r ite  p o l i t i c a l  candidate in  1968? (Check one answer) 
Wallace  N ix o n  Humphrey  McCarthy  No fa v o r ite  ___
64. What is  your p o l i t i c a l  party?  (Check one answer) Republican _____
Democrat  Independent  Other  No pa rty  ____
65. I f  you use any o f  the fo llo w in g , please check and answer.
C ig a re tte s    What brand? ___________________
C igars   What brand? ___________________
Pipe Tobacco   What brand?____________________
Chew Tobacco What brand?
S n u ff What brand?
66. What is  your fa v o r i te  food? (Check one in  each group) 
Meat: Pork Beef F ish W ild Meat Other
Bread: Homemade  S to re ___ : White  Wheat  R a is in   Other
Vegatables: ( L is t  up to  3 ) _________________________________________
67. What is  your fa v o r i te  dessert?  (Check one answer) 
Homemade ______  From s to re  _____
68. Do you no rm a lly  eat salad a t  home? No _____ Yes
I f  ye s , is  i t  be fore  the meal  o r w ith  the meal? ___
What type d ress ing  is  used? French  Cheese  Other
69. Why d id  you e n ro ll in  th is  c lass? (Check one answer)
To ge t a jo b  ____  I was fo rced to
To ge t my G.E.D. ____  I wanted to  know more ___
To f in is h  high school ____  Another reason not l is te d
To le a rn  a s k i l l  ____
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Formula
APPENDIX G
Mann-VJhitnev U Test fo r  S ta t is t ic a l  A n a ly s is ^ /
U = + n-j (n^ + 1 )
o 1
OR
U = n^ng + ngfng + 1)
2 - ' 2
Symbols
= The number o f  cases in  the  sm a lle r o f  two independent groups.
"g  = The number o f  cases in  the  la rg e r  group.
U = "The va lue o f U (th e  s t a t is t ic  used in  th is  te s t )  is  given by
the  number o f  tim es a score in  the group w ith  n^ cases precedes
2/a score in  the  group w ith  n-j cases in  the ra n k in g ."
= Sum o f  the ranks assigned to  group n^ .
Rg = Sum o f  the ranks assigned to  group n^.
The Mann-Whitney U Test was used to  accomodate a small sample composed 
o f  two independent groups o f d i f fe r e n t  s iz e s . This c a lc u la t io n  was to  
determ ine the  s t a t is t ic a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f the  F o l le t t  Student Survey 
re s u lts  o f  the  Ind ian  and non-Ind ian groups.
^^Signey S ie g a l. Nonparametric S ta t is t ic s  fo r  the Behavioral Sciences, 
N .Y .: McGraw-Hill Book Company, In c . ,  1956, pp. 116-127.
2 / lb id .  p. 116.
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